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A Research for conducting successful Urban Operation in Korean
peninsular

Baek Dong Hwan® - Yoon Young Joo™*

Abstract

The Korean peninsular is a typical mountainous terrain country which has 75% of mountains with having featurin
g of east-high west-low and north-high south-low type. Though the physiographic feature is not changed, the futur
e operational environment has been frequently changed through artificial transformation by people living in the city.
While Korea has been changed continuously since 2000, 90% of Korean territory has been urbanized and the majorit
y of people live in the city. In particular, in the case of combat in urban area, there might be lots of limitations bec
ause of confusing with millions of people and complex buildings. The combat commanders should make an effort to
overcome such difficulties through detailed IPB(Intelligence preparation in the battlefield) considering various situatio
n before planning for major operations. They should change warfighting concept and paradigm.

This paper finds the normal characteristics of urban operation and physical traits of the Korean peninsular. As th
e urbanization has been accelerating in Korea, practical implications about how to prepare the urban operation are di
sc— ussed.

Key words : Urban Operation, Urbanization, battlefield, IPB, warfighting concept, paradigm
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