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Modern Technology and Military Technological Surprise

Kim, Jong Ryul®

ABSTRACT

The military technological surprise has been delivered in many warfares as a surprise tactic. It can be used both
strategic and tactical level. As the weapon systems have been escalated their capabilities by the modern science and
technology advancement, the possibility of technological surprise has been increased. Technological surprise can
spring from sources like scientific breakthrough in the laboratory, rapid fielding of known technology, and new
operational use of an existing weapon and technology. There are 2 types of surprise, known surprises are those
which the nation should have known but did not adequately prepare, and surprising surprises are those which the
nation might have known but which were buried among other possibilities. The nine cases of modern technological
surprises are presented and the sources and types are analyzed. The recommendations for the ROK MND to
prepare for the future technological surprises are proposed.

Key words : Modern Technology, Technological Surprise, Known Surprises, Surprising Surprises.
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