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Change of Meaning for the May 18
Democratic Movement from the

Perspectives of the Memorial Projects

Focusing on a Holy Ground for Democracy, a Cultural City
and a Human Rights City

Ho-Gi Jung
Lecturer, Dept. of Sociology, Chonnam National University

The May 18 Democratic Movement has been considered to be specific case of the big
deviation in social memory among the events that occurred after the Korea War.
Compared with other events associated with the democratization movement, the May
18 Democratic Movement is special in that can be achieved various changed meaning.
In this study, primary focus will be on the background and logics to show what changed
the meaning of the May 18 Democratic Movement from the perspectives of the
memorial project. And to investigate influences of change of meaning on perspectives
and forms of memorial projects.

Recognition and forms of memorial projects on the May 18 Democratic Movement had
been largely changed around 2000s. Memorial projects were the aspects that are the
logics of the social movements absorbed into the logics of the institutionalization before
2000s. During this period, it was done primarily the discourse of a holy ground for
democracy and sanctuarization, had characterized the nature of the struggle of
memory. After 2000s, the May 18 Democratic Movement has been interpreted historical
resources to create a cultural city and a human rights city. Sometimes the May 18
Democratic Movement was appropriated by local development discourse, and
sometimes was adopted as the material of differentiation strategy in the city. Form of
memorial projects has also been changed type of struggle of memory to type of heritage
industry.

KEYW ORDS May 18 Democratic Movement, change of meaning, memorial project,
holy ground for democracy, cultural city, human rights city



