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The Ethos of Uprising and the Community
Searching for the Heart of May 18th in Gwangju

Kyungseop Park
Research Professor, The May 18 Institute. Chonnam National University

In South Korea, the community building projects and so-called ‘community businesses’
are recently regarded as one of the popular issues for the local people and social
activists. The project seems to be a miracle resolution for various social matters such as
the deteriorating welfare, health care, security system and the worsening income
problem, etc. But these promising social discourses and practices which encourage to
build communities are not only constructing ‘good governance’ for the sound
cooperation between the state and civil society, but also allowing government
technologies to manage and regulate civil society and citizens. This irony of building
community is not yet thoroughly considered. The aim of this article is to ask ‘Is building
community good for all of people?’; ‘How does community guarantee the freedom of
people who participate in?’. The reflection for community in South Korean Society has
related to The May 18-community in Gwangju. The May 18-community is a keystone
for understanding the ethos and pathos of community. This study tries to unravel the
relation between the May Uprising and the idea of community throughout affects and
hearts of participants. The lived experience and testimony of the people of Gwangju in
May, 1980, reveals that community should not be in an order and an notion of security.
Examining hearts of members of ‘whatever community’ in the May Uprising is essential
to imagine a new form of community which incorporates liberation and freedom as its
base.

KEYW O RDS The May 18, Ethos, Gwangiju, spirit, heart, community, uprising,
freedom, liberation



