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College Students’ Perceptions on Older Generations:

Focusing on Intergenerational Conflict, the Elderly’ s Contribution and Welfare Policies for the
Elderly in Korea
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Abstract

Using survey on 865 college students, this study examines college students’ perceptions on
older generations in Korea. College students do not perceive conflicts with the elderly severely.
While they recognize that the elderly contributed to family care and economic growth, they
perceive that intergenerational conflicts regarding redistribution across generations might be
impending in the areas of welfare policies. Progressive students evaluate contributions of the
elderly more positively and approve expanding the roles of governments in the areas of welfare
policies for the elderly than do conservative students. Students with higher interests in politics
also positively assess the contributions of the elderly and are more concerned with the financial
sustainability of welfare policies for the elderly. However, they perceive that the possibility of
intergenerational conflicts might be low. This study suggests programs to increase
intergenerational cooperation between college students and the elderly.
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