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Does IT ODA Promote Democracy in Developing Countries? :
A challenge to optimistic technological determinism

Hyojin Song

71 This research has a purpose to verify whether the Internet diffusion through the Official
Abstract
_J Development Assistance (ODA) can bring about democratic changes in authoritarian political system
of developing countries, This research has found out that IT ODA has ‘positive(+) effect on the Internet diffusion
in recipient countries. It seems to support the expectation of donor countries that they can lead the political
democratization by constructing infrastructure and promoting the use of the Internet. However, as the impact of
IT ODA on the Internet diffusion is not considerable as well as the Internet diffusion has no strong influence on
the development of democracy in developing countries, and also each of these aspects of countries looks different,
it is hard to see that the democratization hypothesis based on the optimistic technological determinism is
reasonable, Therefore, this paper argues that IT ODA must be based on not blind optimism that IT transfer will
lead to the political democratization in developing countries, but the social structuralism which is based on
distinctiveness and uniqueness of countries, and suggests that the discuss of the effect of IT ODA proceed with
the constructive way.,

Keywords: IT ODA(Official Development Assistance), optimistic technological determinism, critical
instrumentalism, social structuralism, democratization hypothesis)
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w7l A AT 71 Ee] AAA AE BAskL
TRt Zagh MYE HolA= %11]7} =
<A & Yulsh= sl e A Ay TYAEREAY
Wall Street Journal, @] AARFA4 Froll 712
sto] mofgttt, iil) WEpES UFEFY AHY &
Q8 AAEACR 7H2Eo] YrhLipset, 1959; I
7l 9], 2007: 130). i 2 Aol 4
]aii Z3E 7hsAdol EobA7] wEelth
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AHRtR 3t P 447 .000 -3.7284 .0002
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n 2292 217
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0 (01
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Il -.104 -3.341 .001 -.076 —-2.482 013 =121 =3.779 .000
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