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A Review on E-Governance Research Trend and Analysis
- An Empirical Analysis of Academic Papers in Korea -

Yu, Jae-mi, Oh, Cheol H.

Abstracp Since the 1990s, the notion of governance has been introduced as an alternative way of

) understanding the new trend of public administration. Then, it was followed by the emergence of
the concept, e-governance (electronic governance) with the development of information and communication
technologies. E-governance means an approach to understanding how to manage state affairs. It emphasizes the
notion of governance where various actors (government—market—civil society, etc.) adjust and cooperate through
mutual collaborative network, not a unilateral decision-making form of government, in order to solve common
problems, It also carries the notion of ‘electronic’ in the sense that it operates on the basis of utilizing
information and communication technology (ICT). This study systematically attempts to analyze research trends
and methodologies of e-governance in major Korean journals and proceedings in the field of public administration
and policy studies over the last 15 years. Some of the findings are worth noting: first, e—governance studies in
Korea are in large measure concentrated on the government—centered perspective, Also, past studies tend to
focus on problem—solving by suggesting policy alternatives. Past studies, thus, seem to pay relatively less
attention to explanation of the phenomena through rigorous analysis. Under the circumstances, this review is
expected to shed light on some of conceptual or methodological issues related e-governance studies, thus, to
provide significant implications for future research of e-governance.

Keywords: governance, e—governance, ICT governance, e—government, informatization, network
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