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ABSTRACT

Purpose: The object of this study is to identify the reason why school health education act had not been enforced
properly, and to find out implications for improving. Methods: The implementation process of school health educa-
tion act was described and the imperatives of the process were analysed. M. Rein's Policy Implementation Model
was used as an analysis framework. The sources of this study was based on the minutes of parliament, government
reports, materials for the meetings of policy makers, the press, etc. Results: The school health education act clari-
fied mandatory and systemic health education in it, but it did not clearly mentioned about ‘the introduction of com-
pulsory health education subject'. The bureaucrats of National Educational Ministry who are responsible for policy
implementation, did not behave in a friendly manner toward the school health education act. What is more, the
ways of mandatory and systemic school health education could not be discussed reasonably in the implementation
process. Through this study it was found that the rational-bureaucratic imperative played the main role in the im-
plementation process of school health education act due to the limitation of the legal imperative and the consensual
imperative. Conclusion: The result of this study suggests the strong need to make up for the defect of the two imper-
atives, and to reform the rational-bureaucratic imperative.
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Figure 1. The application of M. Rein's policy implementation model.
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Table 1. The Main Legal Provisions of the School Health Act amended in 2007

Article 9
(student health care)

The school must implement health education and necessary measures for students in their
physical development, enhancement of physical strength, the treatment and prevention of

disease, the prevention of alcohol, cigarette, and drug misuse and abuse, and sex education.

Article 9 section 2
(health education)

The Minister of Education must systematically implement health education for all students in
school according to Article 2 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. In this case, the

Minister of Education must decide the particulars that are necessary for its implementation such
as implementation times and books,

Article 15 section 2
(health teacher)

All schools must have health teacher in charge of health education and student health care
according to Section 2 of Article 9. However, the schools under a certain size as determined by

presidential decree may have a circulating health teacher.

Additional clause

This law will have been put into effect from March 1st, 2009.
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Table 2. The Notification No. 2008-148 of Ministry of Education in 2008

[Ministry of Education Notification] 2008-No. 148-Korean Government Gazette No. 16833

September 11th, 2008 (Thursday) page 42

3. Health education should be implemented in elementary, middle, and high schools like so.
A. From March 1st, 2009, school discretionary activity hours should be utilized to implement at least 17 hours of health

education yearly to students in the fifth and sixth grades.

B. From March 1st, 2009, health education should be implemented as an elective course (subject matters) of school

discretionary activity hours to students in middle school.

C. From March 1st, 2010, health courses (subject matters) should be included as liberal arts elective courses and in subject
groups in order to implement systematic health education in high schools.

D. From March 1st, 2009 to February 28th, 2010, at least 17 hours of health education should be implemented yearly to 1
grade chosen from the three grades of middle school and to high school freshmen by utilizing discretionary activity

hours.

The Nature of the Curriculum

This curriculum, announced based on Atticle 23 Section 2 of the elementary and secondary education Act, is of a national
scale, aimed to achieve the educational goals and educational purposes of elementary and secondary schools, and it
proposes common and general standards for a school curriculum which should be organized and managed in elementary

and secondary schools.
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Table 3. The Notification No. 2009~41 of Ministry of Education in 2009

Elementary School

C. Elementary school curriculum organization and management priorities
(6) Education such as that in IT innovation (information communication application), health, and Chinese characters
should be taught systematically using related subject groups and creative field activity times.

Middle School
B. Organization and time allotment standards
(1) Organization

(A) The middle school curriculum is organized into subject (group)s and creative field activities
@ Subject (group)s include (Korean) language, social studies (including history)/ethics, mathematics,
science/technology - home economics, physical education, the arts (music/art), english, and electives. Electives
include Chinese characters, information, environmental studies, foreign languages (German, French, Spanish,
Chinese, Japanese, Russian, Arabic), health, and career and vocational education.
@ Creative field activities include free activities, club activities, volunteer work, and course activities,

High School
(3) Common Subjects

Subject area Subject (group)

Contents

Life-culture Technology -
home economics/
foreign language/
Chinese/
liberal arts

information

- Technology - home economics, agriculture and life sciences, engineering
technology, family science, start-up and management, marine science,

- German I, German II, French I, French II, Spanish I, Spanish II, Chinese I,
Chinese II, Japanese I, Japanese II, Russian I, Russian II, Arabic I, Arabic II

- Chinese characters, Chinese characters II

- Life and philosophy, life and logic, life and psychology, life and education, Life
and religion, living economy, safety and health, career and vocational
education, health, environment and green growth
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