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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to survey the wearing and purchasing situation related to brassieres between Korean
and Chinese women and to analyze the differences among them. This study utilized a survey targeting 397 women
in their 20's in Korea and China. The results were as follows: First, Korean women considered that their breasts
are conical in shape, whereas Chinese women considered their breasts to have a flat shape. With regard to breast
size, those of Chinese women are larger than those of Korean women. Moreover, Chinese women expressed a high
rate of dissatisfaction with their breasts. Second, regarding the wearing condition of brassieres, while Korean women
expected their brassiere to converge their breasts to the center, Chinese women expected their brassiere to support
the breasts. It was found that many of them were dissatisfied with the shoulder straps and the center front wire.
Third, in the results pertaining to the purchasing brassieres, although both Korean and Chinese Women mainly
visited brand name stores to buy brassieres, compared with Chinese women, Korean women prefer to shop at home
to buy the brassieres. In addition, they considered the compensation effect, size, activity, fabric and fit as the most

important selection criteria when purchasing a brassiere.

Keywords: brassiere( 2 2 2] ]), wearing condition(Z-§4/8)), purchasing condition(7*74/E}), Korean women
(3F= &%), Chinese women(5= ¢7-5)
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Il. Methods

1. Data collection
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{Table 1> Characteristics of respondents N(%)
Question Factor (IISII(T;) (12121.3?))
Age |20~24 92(46.7) | 110(55.0)
(years) | 25~29 105(53.3)| 90(45.0)
Seoul Beijing | 137(69.5)| 77(38.5)

Residence

Gyeonggi-do| Shanghai | 60(30.5) | 123(61.5)
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3. Data analysis
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I1l. Results and Discussion

1. Breast type
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{Table 2> Perceptions of perceived and ideal breast shape N(%)
Question Factor Korea(n=197) China(n=200) Total 22
Flat 31( 15.7) 7I( 38.5) 108( 27.2)
. Conical 75( 38.1) 40( 20.0) 115( 29.0)
brizr:telsﬁie Domed 34( 17.3) 26( 13.0) 60( 15.1) 37‘2;2:**
Projecting 51( 25.9) 40( 20.0) 91( 23.0)
Drooping 6 3.0) 17( 8.5) 23( 5.7)
Flat 7 3.5) 22( 11.0) 29 73)
Ideal breast | Conical 34( 17.3) 21( 10.5) 55( 13.8)
shape Domed 132( 67.0) 141( 70.5) 273( 68.8) 12;2**
Projecting 24( 12.2) 16( 8.0) 40( 10.1) ‘
Total 197(100.0) 200(100.0) 397(100.0)

#p< 01, #+¥4p<.001
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{Table 3> Difference in satisfaction and breast size

Korea China
Ttem (r=197) | (n=200) t
M(SD) M(SD)
Breast size 2.83(0.90) | 3.11(0.95) | —2.925%**
Breast satisfaction | 2.66(1.00) | 2.68(0.83) | —.164
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2. Wearing conditions of brassiere
Hefjxlof 2H-§-AdH] =AMEI(Table 4), A5 =2
HA S 2-gdhs Hole, T o2 1241(33%)

{Table 4> Wearing conditions of brassiere N(%)

Question Factor Korea(n=197) China(n=200)
Under 11 20( 9.6) 20( 9.0)
12 65( 33.0) 27( 13.5)
) 13 65( 33.0) 31( 15.5)
Wsef:l‘q‘;gbarf:si‘;:e 14 31( 15.7) 37( 18.5)
15 11( 5.6) 47( 23.5)
Above 16 6 3.0 40( 20.0)
Total 197(100.0) 200(100.0)
Only when you go out 98( 49.7) 115( 57.5)
o Before going to bed 55( 27.9) 69( 34.5)

Wearing time

24 hours 44( 22.3) 16( 8.0)
Total 197(100.0) 200(100.0)
Prevent nipple protrusion 118( 29.2) 137( 25.0)
Habitually 65( 16.0) 66( 12.1)
Reason t.o Prevent wobble breast 49( 12.1) 84( 15.1)
(MV:; T?i;lte)r?:l;;:se Prevent sagging breast 90( 22.2) 127( 23.2)
analysis) Voluptuous breast 24( 5.9) 54 9.8)
Compensation breast shape 59( 14.6) 81( 14.8)
Total 405(100.0) 549(100.0)
Know well 94( 474) 119( 59.5)
Brassiere size Do not know exactly 92( 46.7) 81( 40.5)
of own Know nothing 11( 5.6) 0( 0.0)
Total 197(100.0) 200(100.0)
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{Table 5> Brassiere size N(%o)
Factor A B C D E Total

b | Ko 4 2.4) 4 2.4) 0( 0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 8( 4.8
China 10( 6.0) 10( 6.0) 3( 1.8) 2(1.2) 0(0.0) 25( 15.0)
Lo | Ko 51(30.7) 28(16.9) 2 12) 2(1.2) 1(0.6) 84( 50.6)
China 5( 3.0) 37(22.2) 15( 9.0) 3(1.8) 2(1.2) 62( 37.1)
G | Korea 14( 8.4) 21(12.7) 2 12) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 37( 22.3)
China 7 42) 25(15.0) 18(10.8) 42.4) 1(0.6) 55( 32.9)
%5 Korea 17(10.2) 6( 3.6) 4( 24) 0(0.0) 3(1.3) 30( 18.1)
China 1( 0.6) 12( 7.2) 7( 42) 2(1.2) 0(0.0) 2( 132)
% Korea 2(12) 4 24) 0( 0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 6( 3.6
China 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 2( 1.2) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 2( 12
o5 Korea 1( 0.6) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 1( 0.6)
China 0( 0.0 0( 0.0) 1( 0.6) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 1( 0.6)
ol | 89(53.6) 63(38.0) 8( 4.8) 2(1.2) 402.4) 166(100.0)
China 23(13.8) 84(50.3) 46(27.5) 11(6.6) 3(1.8) 167(100.0)
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{Table 6> Wearing effects of brassiere
Korea(n=197) China(n=200)
Factor t
M(SD) M(SD)
Stabilized breast 3.82(.75) 3.75(1.03) .855
Lifting breast 3.80(.73) 2.93( .77) 1.702
Converge breast to the center 3.98(.78) 3.82( .84) 2.147*
Supporting breast 3.91(.76) 4.11( .76) —2.580%*
Compensation breast 3.63(.86) 3.71( .98) - 814
Plump breast 3.76(.74) 3.84( .88) —.960
*p<.05
29 A] B3 oAL FE S molE 2 F Ik} {Table 8> Fit satisfaction of brassiere
glov] F3 o4e Flue WARE HeRN Korea | China
QTR QAL Qe Ao ekt Factor 9D | G20 |
Baxlo] Zg A 2RO thEsy 242 MED) | MESD)
TH= (Table 7)3} 2t} G oA Hafrjo]o] 2 Edge of center cup | 3.21(.77) | 3.36(.72) |—1.907
%gi 7]‘;531_ %X—E -tl__‘%_ 1177]"\:_:‘ _\?__?‘] Oﬂ EHZ—)_HA_] O_IWH Cup size 360(71) 331(85) 3.743%**
TLH 0](28.5%), oFEAleto]o] AQ]H ©](23.9%), Edge of top cup 3.36(.77) | 3.21(.85) | 1.847
H0)(17.8%) BT SHEI T, F o] AL o] TR Edge of side cup 3.43(.78) | 3.23(.75) | 2.042%
0)(27%), SFEAleto|o] AFQ|ELe)(23.4%), A =ato] Wing length 3.43(.81) | 3.28(.74) |—2.368*
-‘7‘*-?‘](]88%), ﬁ_}?_%(146%)§ %%}'—5_]’0:] H]—j\—\—ﬂ— 7é V\/il’lg width 338(80) 353(87) —1.785
7} UEhgth 23 oo Ao g ol Under breast 3.33(.84) | 3.58(.92) |—2.781**
guksle Lyl Ao} o wobil ko AL of Wire width 3.17(.74) | 3.48(.96) |—3.516%**
gl wylsEela olF EHIFS L= Aov) Wire shape 3.25(.70) | 3.54(.77) |—3.938%**
o =4 uehgch Strap length 3.42(.80) | 3.51(.75) |—1.207
Halxo] WA WIEE Aol & gopnr] ga) P05 POl <00l
restS AAF ATH= (Table 8)7 2rh. 7o) 2
71, 2holo] U], Sfolo] e AL p<00l £EO L WEEES WYT FF 4L A oguct
o

=, 7o) QA 9ol AL p<0s sEom,
WIS B A p<0l $EOE P 2 oA
7 b = @ olge 53 ol4ntt 4o

A7), Ao G4 9 ol shaAel dis)

3. Purchasing condition

{Table 7> Uncomfortable area on wearing brassiere N(%)
Factor Cup Strap Wing Closure ljxiiorzt Iir::r E:;i: Comfortable|  Total
Korea(n=197) (1?8) (2;‘.‘5) (3?1) (5.25) (2?39) (51:11) (3?5) (s.‘;) (?33)
China(r=200) (11?6) (2?0) (51.72) (i.69) (2?4) (1?;8) (14.‘2) (i.g) (ﬁg)

(Multiple response analysis)
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{Table 9> Purchasing condition of brassiere N(%)
Question Factor Korea(n=197) China(n=200) x?
Department store 44( 22.3) 68( 34.0)
Branch store 61( 31.0) 90( 45.0)
Market 12( 6.1) 19( 9.5) 51.465%%*
Purchasing place
Outlet 33( 16.8) 16( 8.0) ar=5
Internet and TV home shopping 46( 23.4) 5( 2.5)
Others 1( 0.5) 2( 1.0)
2~4 43( 24.4) 77( 38.5)
Number of owned 5~8 93( 47.2) 86( 43.0) 10;2;**
Over 8 56( 28.4) 37( 18.5)
0 5( 2.5) 3( 15)
Number of 1~2 81( 41.1) 76( 38.0) 6.293
purchases per year | 3-4 82( 41.6) 87( 43.5) df=4
Over 5 29( 14.7) 34( 17.0)
Under 20,000 49( 24.9) 65( 32.6)
Price 20,000~50,000 131( 66.5) 103( 51.5) 12.847%*
(Unit: won) 50,000~100,000 17( 8.6) 27( 13.5) ar=3
Above 100,000 0( 0.0) 5( 2.5)
By myself 103( 52.3) 99( 49.5)
By mother 43( 21.8) 26( 13.0)
With friend 3( 1.5 22( 11.0)
Purchaser With mother 35( 17.8) 44( 22.0) 20.é5#1:85***
With sister 11( 5.6) 8( 4.0
Others 2( 1.0 1( 0.5)
Total 197(100.0) 100(200.0)

#p< 01, #+¥4p<.001
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{Table 10> Important selection criteria on purchasing

brassiere
Korea China
Factor (r=197) | (0=200) t
M(SD) M(SD)
Price 3.73( .77) | 3.47( 74) | 3.459%*
Brand name 2.74(1.00) | 2.80(1.09) |—.562
Trend 3.04( .96) | 3.12( .95) |—.882
Decoration 2.34( .87) | 2.71( .98) |—4.044%***
Color 3.07( .93) | 3.87( .75) | —9.463%**
Design 3.46( .80) | 3.92( .75) | —5.949%**
Compensation effect | 4.05( .75) | 4.63( .56) |— 8.691***
Size 4.28( .75) | 4.71( .53) |- 6.519***
Sewing 3.60( .82) | 4.26( .76) |— 8.199%**
Washing 3.69( .76) | 3.91( .83) |—2.820**
Health and hygiene |3.78( .83) | 4.33( .71) |~ 7.009%**
Fabric 4.02( .85) | 4.48( .69) |— 5.940%**
Activity 4.08( .78) | 4.37( .74) |—3.792%**
Fit 4.30( .62) | 4.70( .50) |— 6.883%**
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{Table 11> Design preference of brassiere styles N(%)
Question Factor Korea(n=197) China(n=200) x?
No-line 49( 24.9) 38( 19.0)
Sport 2( 1.0) 2( 1.0)
Mould 117( 59.4) 60( 30.0)
Body compensation 18( 9.1 89( 44.5
. ly comp (91 (44.5) S
Design type Nude 3( 15 1( 0.5) &8
Belt 8( 4.1) 5( 2.5)
Tape 0( 0.0) 3( 1.5
Strapless 0C 0.0) 1( 0.5)
Others 0( 0.0) 1( 0.5)
. Wire 161( 81.7) 186( 91.1) 11.459%*
Wire existence
No-Wire 36( 18.3) 14( 7.0) df=1
Full 36( 18.3) 57( 28.5)
. 12.642%*
Cup height Three-quarters 158( 80.2) 131( 65.5) &=
Half 3( 1.5) 12( 6.0 ’
Short 19( 9.6) 45( 22.5)
13.068***
Front-end length Normal 161( 81.7) 135( 67.5) &=
Long 17( 8.6) 20( 10.0) ’
U 38( 19.3) 123( 61.5)
Straight 159( 80.7) 56( 28.0)
H 0 0.0) 1( 0.5)
Y 0( 0.0 3 15 ok
Shoulder strap form (00 ( 13) 115'294
X 0( 0.0) 4 2.0) ar=7
Backless 0 0.0) 7 3.5)
Vest 0( 0.0) 5( 2.5)
Others 0( 0.0) 1( 0.5)
No-band 72( 36.5) 36( 18.0)
Natur 111( 56.3 107( 53.5 k¥
Band type e ( ) ( ) 39'97,5
Lace 12( 6.1) 35( 17.5) df=3
Long 2( 1.0 22( 11.0)
1 hook 3 eye 14( 7.1 8( 4.0
2 hook 6~4 eye 167( 84.8) 71( 35.5)
. 124.625%**
Fastening 3 hook 9 eye 10 5.1) 93( 46.5) 4
4 hook 12 eye 4 2.0) 27( 13.5) ’
Others 2( 1.0 1( 0.5)
) Back 164( 83.2) 185( 92.5) 8.877*
Closure location
Front 33( 16.8) 15( 7.5) ar=2
Black 66( 33.5) 85( 42.5)
Pink 18( 9.1) 28( 14.0)
- 41.518%**
Color Skin 85( 43.1) 39( 19.5) 413
White 13( 6.6) 20( 10.0)
Others 15( 7.7) 28( 1.5)
Total 197(100.0) 200(100.0)

*p<.05, Fp<01, *4p<,001
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