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= Abstract =

The Evolution of the Science Education Policy for the
Gifted, 1968-2012: The Interaction of the Policy of
Human Resource in Science and Technology and

Education Policy for the Gifted

Saimi Woo

Korea University

This study analyzes the interaction of the policy of human resource in science and
technology and the policy of education for the gifted. In Korea, the goals of gifted
education seem to have gravitated more toward serving the national perspective of
creating a pool of high-quality scientists for economic development, rather than toward
helping individuals achieve their educational aspirations and promote their talents. The
science education policy for the gifted can be categorized into two: one primarily by the
Ministry of Science (MOST) and another by the Ministry of Education (MOE). So far, the
policy of science education for the gifted has been written by MOE. Such an imbalance
has been created because the two ministries differed in their values and priorities. MOST
has designed the science education policy in order to foster the gifted as high-quality
human resources in science and technology that can help contribute to economic
development. On the other hand, MOE has designed the policy for the gifted with
educational equity in mind. Although the policy by MOST had have more influence in
implementing overall policies of educating the gifted, the two ministries have interacted
and formulated the educational system of gifted in Korea. This study sheds light on the
process that MOST has legitimized their science education policy for the gifted by
designing it in line with the national and social goals, and has formulated a basis on
which the gifted can contribute to R&D for economic development.

Key Words: The science education policy for the gifted, The policy of human resource in science
and technology, MOST
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