Journal of the Korean Housing Association www.khousing.or.kr
Vol. 26, No. 2, 8§9-101, 2015 pISSN 2234-3571
http://dx.doi.org/10.6107/JKHA.2015.26.2.089 eISSN 2234-2257

AAAE T3 & ST 71€ A9 A S A% FARE

Housing Pathways of Middle-class Married Women Toward
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore the housing pathways of middle-class married women toward owning a first
home. In doing so, an in-depth interview as a qualitative method was conducted, life history was utilized to track down
the path to first-home owning, and all the interviews were transcribed for analysis. The research participants were well-
educated middle-class full-time housewives owning a home. The findings indicated that family formation through
marriage and child birth was a primary driving force to buy a home. It was shown that owning a home was perceived
not just as a stepping stone for building both family wealth and social capital but as one of the most important pillars
to reinforcing traditional family values. In spite of some intergenerational distinctions on the path toward home owning,
commonalities across generations included that home owning was considered to be a social icon for middle-class, it
became almost impossible for younger generations without parental support which stimulated the intergenerational transfer
of wealth, and it was greatly determined by both family income (affordability) and home finance options(borrowing
capacity). This research implies that the changing social landscape transforms the value on homeownership and could
undermine the socioeconomic strengths of home owning. Nonetheless, it’s of importance to strategically assist first home-
buyers who are likely to be a member of middle-class.
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Table 1. Research Flowchart

Literature Review
Stage 1 Social Middle- Housing Life
Women .
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Research Desi;
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Housing pathway | Interview survey form
Data Collection and Interview
Stage 3 - -
Pilot study | Main survey
Data Analysis & Results
Stage 4 o Transcription' '
- Qualitative research analysis (Nvivo10)
- Findings
Conclusion
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middle-class married women’s housing pathways
2SS o3 3 FH AT APel e A8

=
ol EYE Fd=

& A

dulzAl AFHE 2AZ Bzl HEzA FBS HE
4 5191 th<Table 2>, TA| A ZARN &S ZA A o
Ao dura EX(d, MAA EA, 71E EA, FUEA

_‘}\0-1

—)4 A A7 v 9% dde) FAMGIA e} B
A e, Atk gA ST, AE

g]

=

hul

2717, AR 28710 9 AR, Al s
A gEa s, A Ax A7kl BEIA T4 B)
asich.

o N

2

Mo do XN rm

o

Table 2. Summary of Interview Survey

Category Items

- Age, educational attainment, marriage age,
Demographics of  age at first-child birth, work experience,
respondents spouse’s current occupation, monthly
household income, number of children

General
Characteristics

Housing

o - Current housing structure type, housing size
characteristics e yp e

Previous housing - Household size before home-buying, family
profile before structure, housing structure type, housing
first home buying tenure form, frequency of moving, etc.

- Age at home-buying, family structure, years
taken for home-buying, home financing
source, home-buying mode, location and its
preferences, housing structure type, housing
size, etc.

Housing
Pathway

Description of
first home
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Table 3. Urbanization, Households and Housing

Category 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010
39.1% 50.1% 79.6% 88.4% 90.9%
232% 18.1% 13.9% 10.0% 8.3%
70.0% 73.1% 74.1% 72.9% 68.4%

Urbanization

Extended family/total family

Nuclear family/total family

Households of four or less/

39.4% 50.1% 71.3% 86.6% 91.9%
total households

Housing ratio 782% 71.2% 72.4% 96.2% 101.9%

Ratio of single-family to

. na. 87.5% 66.0% 37.1% 27.3%
housing stock

Ratio of apartment to housing

7.0% 22.7% 47.7% 59.0%
stock

Homeownership rate 71,7% 58.6% 49.9% 54.2% 54.2%

Source. Korea Ministry of Land and Maritime Affairs (2011, 2012a,
2012b); Statistics Korea (2015)
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Table 4. Shrinking Middle-class

Household income 1990 2000 2010

Above 150% of

Category

Upper income 17.5% 19.0% 20.0%

class median income
1 1 0,
Middle income Between .50 a.nd 150% of 75.4% 71.7% 67.5%
class median income
M 0,
Low income Bel(.)w 5'0A) of 1% 9% 12.5%
class median income

Source. HRI (2011, 2015)

O

AElojol S AJALghTE,
A 7ol BAE A wstEe] s}, o
Azl wo]7lal ATH<Table 5> FAEo] AFE
TEE AAI o, Artafgo] =) v
2] OECD 7% T2bed AA Ashe 3
7ke] Apo|7} wig- AA|RE, Ap7pulH o] FakEe]
2FAYS & F Utk AA, FHAFE FAE 99
A JEFS A=, TR oF 70%7F 22
Zolgtal AzteiRl= ke ol 4L 1FEx}
(50.6%)F TFE1 21 (41.3%)° ]38 453 =UATHHRI,
2013). wEbA, FAREe] SAl= AVHFEeA HiEEH B R

Table 5. Changing Household and Housing Characteristics of
Middle-class

1990 2000 2010
382 43.0 472

Category

Age of householder

Proportion of college-educated householders of
total householders

Household size 40 36 34

Proportion of dual-income households to total
households

20.1% 28.5% 40.7%

15.1% 22.3% 37.4%

Proportion of self-employed householders to total

0 o o
houscholds 23.1% 29.8% 24.5%

Proportion of monthly rent to household spending 11.9% 9.7% 12.6%
Chonsei (million KRW) 9 30 76
Housing size per person (m?) na. 143 20.0
39.7% 52.0% 63.6%

Homeownership rate

Source. HRI (2011, 2015)
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Table 6. Education, Economic Activity, Marriage and Fertility of
Women

Category 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010
253% 22.2% 31.9% 654% 80.5%
393% 42.8% 47.0% 48.8% 49.4%

College enrollment rate

Employment rate

Age at first marriage 222 232 248 265 289
Age at first child birth n.a. n.a. 259 277 301
Total fertility rate 4.5 2.8 1.6 1.5 1.2

Source. Korea Ministry of Land and Maritime Affairs (2011, 2012a,
2012b); Statistics Korea (2015)
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Table 7. General Characteristics of Respondents

Monthly household Children living

Mo nw R g St g™ ot o
(million KRW) total children

1 73 High school None* Retired civil officer 40 0/2 Apartment 175
2 71  High school drop-out  Self-employed* Selt-employed 55 0/2 Apartment 167
3 62 High school Catering* Retired teacher 34 0/2 Apartment 133
4 78 High school Self-employed*  Retired civil officer 30 0/4 Senior housing 107
5 65 College graduate Teacher* Self-employed 38 0/2 Apartment 117
6 53 College graduate Nurse* Professor 80 2/2 Slng}iz;lflagmly 149
7 46 College graduate None* Financial manager 110 0/2 Apartment 184
8 51 College graduate Salary woman* Salary man 75 2/2 Apartment 109
9 47 College graduate Banker* Banker 90 2/2 Apartment 119
10 49 College graduate Self-employed* Salary man 80 2/2 Apartment 112
11 45 College graduate  Corporate worker* Salary man 50 1/1 Apartment 106
12 44 Graduate school Pharmacist* Medical doctor** 55 12 Apartment 158
13 76 College graduate Teacher* Retired civil officer 45 0/1 Apartment 153
14 48 Graduate school Professor Businessman 100 2/2 Apartment 153
15 43 Graduate school Doctoral student Police officer 60 1711 Sing}i(e);lflasnlly 140
16 68 High school None* Judicial scrivener 35 0/3 Apartment 112
17 42 College graduate University staff Corporate worker 70 2/2 Apartment 130
18 41 College graduate Nutritionist Salary man 40 2/2 Apartment 108
19 50 College graduate None* Researcher 70 2/3 Apartment 129
20 57 High school Self-employed Self-employed** 25 1/1 Apartment 112
21 55 High school None* Salary man** 40 2/2 Row house 147

Note. All of the respondents own a home
*Full-time housewife currently; **Late husband’s then occupation; ***Floor space for non-apartment
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Table 8. Overview of First Home of Respondents
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irst child’s age ge when first Years taken to

Housing tenure form

No. when first home home was before first home was

buy first home

Family size when
first home was

Family structure
when first home

Frequency of
moving before
first home was

was purchased purchased purchased purchased was purchased purchased
1 1 31 Chonsei 4 M+Co+D 2
2 1 31 Chonsei 3 CotS 1
3 8 33 8 Chonsei 4 C+2Ch 3
4 24 49 25 Company housing 6 Co+4Ch 2
5 3 28 4 Chonsei 4 Cot2Ch 3
6 3 36 8 Chonsei 4 Co+2D 5
7 - 27 4 Living with parent-in-law 2 Co 2
8 8 37 10 Chonsei 4 Cot2S 5
9 5 34 5 Chonsei 3 Co+S 2
10 3 33 6 Living with parent-in-law 3 CotS 1
11 1 37 11 Chonsei 3 Cot+S 3
12 - 26 0 - 2 Co 0
13 9 37 10 Chonsei 3 Cot+S 4
14 5 36 Chonsei 4 Co+Ch 2
15 - 30 - 3 M+Co 0
16 6 29 Chonsei 5 Cot3Ch 3
17 9 37 Chonsei 5 M+Co+Sb 2
18 10 35 11 Chonsei 5 M+Co+Sb 6
19 27 2 Living with parent-in-law 3 CotD 1
20 4 29 4 Chonsei 3 Co+S 2
21 - 21 0 - 2 Co 0

Note. M stands for mother-in-law, Co for couple, Ch for children, Sb for sibling, D for daughter and S for son
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Table 9. Housing Characteristics of First Home of Respondents

N Home Financing Sources Home Buying Considerations for Home-buying Housing Structure ~ Housing
o. .
First Secondary  Third Mode First Secondary  Third Form Size (m?)*
1 Saving Thrift Swapping Economic resources Single-family home 56
. Purchasi il hool
2 Saving urchasing a built Close to parents’ Goofj SENoO Hanoak 83
house district
. Purchasing a built ~ Close to husband’s  Good school . .
3 Saving, Gye house workplace district Single-family home 66
. . Purchasing a built . . .
4 Saving Dual income house Natural amenity Single-family home 148
5 Saving Dual income Publicly .for-sale Close to workplace GOO.d S(.:hOOI Apartment 85
housing district
Financial . s Near
. Purchasing from a ~ Close to husband’s  Good school
6 Saving support from . . parent- Apartment 109
. house union workplace district . 5
parent-in-law in-law’s
Financial . .
7  support from Purdlf;ﬁf: built Good school district Apartment 116
parent-in-law
. Financial Purchasing a built ~ Close to husband’s ~ Good school
8 Saving support from  Loan - Apartment 73
. house workplace district
parent-in-law
9 Saving Publicly for—sale Transportation Near parent’s Apartment 119
housing
10 Saving Purchasing a built ~ Close to pa,lrent-m- Apartment 106
house law’s
Financial . Publicly for-sale Close to husband’s ~ Good school Investm
11 support from Saving Loan . . Apartment 109
. housing workplace district ent
parent-in-law
Financial . .
12 support from Publicly for—sale Neighborhood where Apartment 122
. housing husband grew up
parent-in-law
Financial . R
13 Saving support from  Loan Publicly .for-sale Close to husband’s Goo.d S(.:hOOI Public housing 56
housing workplace district
parents
Financial . .
14 support from Saving Loan Purchasing a built Close to workplace Goog S?hOOI Investm Apartment 116
. house district ent
parent-in-law
Financial Purchasing from
15 support from . £ Close to parents’ Single-family home 125
private developer
parents
. Loan fi Purchasi il . .
16 Saving oan from urchasing a built Economic resources Close to family Row house 83
family house
17 Saving Loan Purchasing a built Close to workplace Googl S?hOOI Apartment 106
house district
Financial Financial
18  support from  support from Newlifl:l?;;imcted Good school district Single-family home 109
in-laws, Gye parents s
Financial .
19 Saving support from  Loan Publlllcz)ll}:Sifgr-sale Economic resources Apartment 56
parent-in-law &
20 Saving Publicly jfor—sale Close to husband’s Apartment 56
housing workplace
Financial . s
21 Saving support from  Loan Publicly .for-sale Close to husband’s Apartment 43
housing workplace
parents
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