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An Effect of Oral Media on the Reformation in the Sixteenth Century and
its Application to the Present Christianity
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to see the characteristics of oral media, which is orality and
literacy combined, in order to analyze its effect on the age of Reformation and today, and to
draw applicable points on the present Christian mission. The electronic age is an age of
secondary orality, the orality of telephones, radio, and television, which depends on writing and
print for its existence. Historically, it is a well-known fact that the shift from orality to literacy
and on to electronic processing has engaged in social, economic, political, religious and other
structures. With this perspective, the study was divided into two parts. In the first part,
researchers dealt with the characteristics of primary oral culture, examined how it combined
with media literacy and became oral media, and witnessed how reformers in the sixteenth
century utilized it timely along with what the ending result was. In the second part, researcher
observed the characteristics of electronic media based on literacy and orality, and presented

several applicable points to the present state of the Christianity.
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“In the beginning God created heaven and earth.
And the earth was void and empty, and darkness was
upon the face of the deep; and the spirit of God
moved over the waters. And God said: Be light made.
And light was made. And God saw the light it was
good; and he divided the light from the darkness. And
he called the light Day, and the darkness Night; and

there was evening and morning one day.
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