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ABSTRACT

Features of Korean Webtoons through the Statistical Analysis

Yoon, Ki-Heon - Jung, Kiu—Ha - Choi, In-Soo - Choi, Hae-Sol

This study that had been conducted two months by a research team
of Pusan National University at the request of Korea Manwha Contents
Agency in Dec. 2013 is about the statistical analysis on 'Korean
Webtoon DB and its Flow Report which resulted from the complete
survey of Korean webtoons which had been published with payment in
official media from early 2000 to 2013. Webtoon which means the
cartoons published on web has become a typical type of Korean
cartoons and has developed into a main industry since 2000s when
traditional published cartoons had declined and social environments
had changed. Today, it represents cultural contents in Korea. This
study collected the webtoons officially published in media with
payment, among Korean webtoons having been published from the early
2000s to Jan. Based on the collected data, it analyzed the general
characteristics of webtoons, including cartoonists, the number of
cartoons, distribution chart of each media, genre, and publication
cycle. According to the data analysis and statistics, a great deal
of Korean webtoons are still published in main portal websites, but
their platform is being diversified and a webtoon's publication
cycle tends to be shortened. In terms of genre, traditional popular
genres, such as drama, comic, fantasy, and action, are still
popular, and the genres of history, sports, and food are on the rise
along with a social trend. Regarding webtoon application, such
events as relay webtoon and brand webtoon, and a new type of webtoon
featuring PPL commercialism appear. Such phenomena can realize the
common profits of cartoonists, media, and ordering bodies, and are
various trials to test the possibility of webtoons. In addition,
what needs to pay attention on in the expansion of webtoons 1is
increasing webtoons for adults. The study subjects are the webtoons
published with payment, excluding free webtoons. However, this
study failed to collect the webtoons published on the online
websites already closed, and the lost information on cartoonists and
their lost webtoons, and it 1is necessary to conduct a complete
survey on all webtoons including free ones. Despite the limitations,
this study is meaningful in the points that it categorized and
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analyzed Korean webtoons accoridng to official media, webtoons,
cartoonists, and genres and that it provided a fundamental material
to understand the current conditions of webtoons. It is expected
that this study will be able to contribute to activating more
research on webtoons and producing more supplementary data which
will be used for the Korean cartoon industry and academia.

Key Word : Korea Webtoon, statistical analysis, Feature of
Webtoon
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