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Abstract

Reflecting on the History and
Future of Republic of Korea Navy

Hahm Myung - Soo*

The Republic of Korean Navy (ROKN) started from scratch, However, ROKN
demonstrated its Blue Navy capabilities successfully to the entire world by
conducting “Operation Early Dawn” at the Aden Bay, Yemen in Jan 2011, On
the event of the 70th anniversary of the ROKN, I would like to retrospect past
gleaning from voyages and challenges we had in the past. At the very inception of
the ROKN, Korean government as well as senior military leaders recognized that it
had no time to spare to clean up military those were insinuated deeply by
communist agents, It was the top priority of the government, The Mongumpo
Operation which was not well known, conducted by ROKN was one of the
clean-up drive, The Korean War sometimes called as “a fire from land put-off
at the sea”, The world famous “Incheon Landing” which reversed war situation
from the Nakdong Perimeter also done by Sea Power, ROKN conducted various
maritime operations including not only Incheon Landing, but amphibious operation
at Hungnam, mine sweeping, sea convoy, Wonsan Withdrawal, On the same day of
the Korean War started, 25th June 1950, unless the victory of the ROKNS
Baekdusan (PC 701) at the Korean Strait, the waning lamp light of Korea could not
be rekindled by the participation of the U.N, The ROKN rescued the 17th regiment
of Korean Army from the isolation at the Ongjin Peninsular and transported gold
and silver bars stored at the Bank of Korea to the Navy supply deposit in Jinhae
safely, ROKN special intelligence unit conducted critical HUMINT which led

* Former ROKN Chief of Naval Operations
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Incheon Landing success, One of important mission ROKN conducted successfully
was not only transporting war fighting materials but also U.S, provided grains to
starving Koreans, ROKN participated Vietnam campaign from 1960s and conducted
numerous maritime transportation operations supplying materials to Vietnam military
forces along the long coastal lines, Experienced Naval Officers and enlisted men
who discharged and acquired as merchant marine certificate supported most of the
U.S. sea lift operations throughout the Vietnam campaign, ROK-US Combined
Forces which had been honed and improved its war fighting capabilities through
the Korean War and out of Vietnam jungle playing key deterrent against threat
from north Korea, However, those threat level will be completely different when
north Korea finish its nuclear weapon ambition, In order to stand firm against north
Korean nuclear threat, I would like to expect strong political leadership supporting

nuclear submarine for ROKN,

Key Words: Republic of Korea Navy, Korea War, Vietnam War, North Korean

Maritime Provocations, North Korean military threats,
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