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ABSTRACT

The National Foundation Day of Korea (& ZE,

BAXEI) is currently celebrated on October 3 in

Gregorian calendar. We review the history of dating the National Foundation Day of Korea and make a

suggestion that it be celebrated on October 3 in the lunar calendar. We present numerous historical records

on heaven-worship rites supporting the date October 3 in the lunar calendar. It is pointed out that October

3 in the solar calendar has been adopted in 1949 by the National Assembly with the thought that the

lunar calendar is inferior and behind the times. The thought originates from misunderstanding on the value

of the lunar calendar and from the ignorance of importance of history and tradition. Since there are now

many national holidays that follow the lunar calendar, the logic of the National Assembly in 1949 also

makes no sense. We emphasize that the lunar calendar should be followed for the National Foundation

Day of Korea for its historical and symbolic characteristics restoration.

We also investigate the year of the foundation of the first country of Korea, Dangun Joseon. It is

found that even though the majority of the literature before late 15th century recorded the beginning year

of Dangun Joseon dynasty to be equal to that of Liao Dynasty (2E), it was accidentally changed to the

25th year of Liao Dynasty in 1484 through a misinterpretation of the previous records. We claim that the

beginning year of Dangun Joseon should be set to that of Liao Dynasty as recorded in the original

literature in the earlier days. According to the two main opinions accepted by Korea, the beginning year
of Liao Dynasty was 2357 B.C. or 2333 B.C., which correspond to the year of Gap-Jin (the 41st year of

the sexagenary cycle) or Mu-Jin (the 4th year of the sexagenary cycle), respectively.

Key words: National Foundation Day of Korea: Gaechunjeol, 2333 B.C., October 3; Calendar: lunar calen-

dar, luni-solar calendar, sexagenary cycle

L 7HEE dx 22X MHES EReY

FE Al A dEee S4dRA dte] A=
S AFsE dolrh. FA A=A ¢ 7H;<4qu 1949
Al =3l «Sd Dol B WES AR A
dE LR VIR s, o dde 49 10d 3
d= AT dlel 7]Arh Rz Fagel A= Ao

VR =] 18-S 2008 10€ 1Y SHARATAAA AHAE A
3 uHES YAl FEHANS

http://pkas.kas.org

J

e 2w o 89 109 398 ARYR 2 7]
daht ARAE selgsith E HoE o
20009 AFE et 1080] FEEAASH B
ZA7} Ultue dela A"el ol aue} ghalvk
debe HRe ganE 4y £Y x93
W% Azl @7k 49 9t o] 9ol A6

FEalel g o) yehEe TE9 QL w1 9
N JEYL WERA TARAD AL FAT



Table 1.

PARK

Comments of the members of the National Assembly regarding legislation of

commemoration of the National Foundation Day in the record of the provisional session held on September 21, 1949

Proposal 1. October 3 in solar calendar
(government bill)

Proposal 2. The date converted from the
foundation day of Dangunjoseon to the
calendar

solar (Judiciary Committee’s

amendment)

Agreement

The date should be chosen in the solar calendar.

Reason for agreement

The solar calendar is worldwide.

It is unthinkable to use both solar and

lunar calendars in a civilized country.

Reason for disagreement

a. There are various opinions on the
foundation date of Dangunjoseon.

b. Foundation of Dangunjoseon was
even before the Iunar calendar was
first used, and the conversion to the
solar calendar is impossible because of
the uncertainty in the beginning of the
year in calendars.

c. The conversion task is not something
to do

because it will take a long time even

during establishing a country

for professionals.
d. October 3

commemorate the National Foundation

is a good time to

Day since the weather is good and it
is the time for harvest. It is guessed

a. October 3 in the lunar calendar is
the sacred day when the foundation of
our country is celebrated and should
not be lightly ignored. The opinion of
the majority of people should not be
ignored.

b. The conversion between the lunar
and solar calendars is known only for
two and a few hundred
be

the previous period by

thousand
but
extended to

years, can mathematically

calendar experts.

that Dangun would not found a
country when it is cold.
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Table 2. The records on the foundation year of Dangunjoseon in the literature (not complete)

source author/year book name/records on the foundation year
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Table 3. Opinions on the first year of Liao Dynasty
Korea China
First year of Liao | ¢ K i 343 PR AF TXR ¥
BC 2333 BC 2357 BC 2333 | BC 2357
Ligo 25 K= TR =
BC 2333 BC 2333
Liao 50 B TJE TE
—“EES
FeouE T TS .
icited by | OPIION | ion  of ME 2
comments 5 of Yusuh of SIE R T
Samgukyusa) Hwangbomil .
North  Song . 9
of West Qin.
dynasty
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Table 4. Records on the October harvest ritual and the national foundation day in the literature (not complete)

source author/year records (ritual ceremony)
—BE GRR DARE H &K B K& ol H B RE 44 FAg
. P - DA HERKKE HHRE.
—BE S b /late 3% \ i
PG REE | PReSate 37 century BT AT SR R AU
=HA THRY®E RENZ
BEEE W - W HSR BRERE SRR
A G983 Wl . RS Rl
BE SR Bl/554, 559 WL SR, Bl ks
= DS B IEREYAS SR, FRRYK
o Ll 644 ;4‘)? B, NNz, BE& L — N TSR, SBRK
[EESN=X0] PIEFH/mid-7C PRV PN
oSt EA e A /mid-7C WA AR
ERT =24 &P TH, B, 2\

s e w114 e -
HPLAL R | RV @A, L

B R <@Lt R iR R R, D A SR
Ky, BETHW L, HERAE R, 556 (BB, RET
ERUINIESS

st & U< S LT SR, Ui, A
=N N

BE /1145 = T<EAuBE L LR M N H B A S
it & T<@iEE>STAERE ], BEEm R, =
INFELTH <SR E>STFAE D, <A ESAFERIE
A TEFEA TWEREA, <OHHE>2FEEE
H, <B¥E>"4EREA, <P E>T4FEEA, <P
KE>T 44+ 7, Win k17

R I FEATF TR L REE e MR 2

=Bl SIE SE /1145 s AL ] A

Bohn,  ESIEANE, AP et | AEFNLGERN TS  LTEAE R A S -

I
=
)
o
-
o

FERL al./1454 vol. 56 Jiriji
e 1452-1454 . - N
T . JE RN (A AR 45 KA HE)- vol. 148 Jiriji
(the Annals — Sejong)
1909.1.15 Foundation of #{#i%k by i i%i(Daejonggyo later)
1921.11.2. ” .
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(10.3 in lunar calendar)
¥ 10, 6 1948.9.8 The official calendar. of Republic of Korea follows the
first year of Dangunjosun.
T A 1949 10.1 Act on national holidays — The National Foundation

Day is celebrated on October 3 in the solar calendar.
Republican military government.  Reign-Title Act -
H#k no. 3014 1961.12.1 Dangun era is discarded. The official era of Republic
of Korea follows the western calendar.
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