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Vowel Variation in PC Communication Language and Phonetic Similarity

A g F0 YT

Ji, Yunjoo - Kim, Ilkyu

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to provide deeper understanding of how it is possible for people to understand PC
communication language they have never seen or heard before without any problem. In order to answer this question, we
focused on the vowel variation through which new variants are created (for PC communication), and hypothesized that there
is a phonetic constraint which requires the vowel of the variant to be phonetically similar (to the maximum) to the vowel of
the original word. Through the corpus analysis of the dictionary of PC communication language, we show that our hypothesis
is justified by the fact that most of the variants we collected from the dictionary, that is, 90% of them, conformed to the
phonetic constraint we postulated.

Keywords: PC communication language, vowel variation, phonetic similarity, Korean
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