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Proposal for an improvement direction of curriculum of online
design class in accordance with the stream of digital times

In-sook Lee*

Abstract

Online design education, started with the establishment of cyber universities in Korea in 2001, has
been operated with the development of online classes for various subjects until present and is
predicted to be expanded both quantitatively and qualitatively as the concept of remote education is
gradually generalized along with the growth of cyber universities and the development of digital
technologies. However, regardless of such quantitative growth and possibility of development, the
current online design classes are operating curriculum that is not much different from that of design
department at the existing offline universities, while the concepts and roles of design and designer
are changing according to the stream of digital times. Moreover, although complex elements are
required to be considered since online design education is influenced by digital technological trend
as being a form in which digital technology, contents, and design are all combined and advantages
and features of online are required to be reflected to the maximum, the reality is different from
what has been expected due to many circumstances. Online design education needs to be changed
in accordance with the stream of digital times and new online design curriculum suitable for the
current of future digital times and online environment are required to be developed and prepared at
this moment. Accordingly, this research aims to look into the concepts and roles of design and
designer changing in accordance with the stream of digital times by researching the existing
literatures as well as the advantages and features of online class and to analyze the current state of
curriculum of digital design and related departments at cyber universities in Korea to suggest an
improvement direction of curriculum of online design class suitable for the future digital times.

Keywords : Online Design Class, Curriculum, Cyber University
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<E 2> AFE AT (%)

2011 2013
~19 years 0% 2.17%
20729 years 40% 47.5%
30739 years 4.8% 40.6%
40749 years 10% 7.8%
507 years 2% 1.5%
Total 100% 100%

<Table 2> The Ages of Students

D AN ASH UeE Fafid 2852
FHE>WE>AGRA>H Fow HAHA
0% BE Q?—:‘.ﬂ e S
(53.5%->55.5%->58.7%).

< 3> stelopd A5 (%)

2011 2012 2013
High school 53.5% 55.5% 58.7%
College 38% 36.8% 34.9%
University 4.3% 4.0% 0%
Graduate school 1.1% 0.9% 0.6%
GED 3.2% 2.8% 5.7%
Total 100% 100% 100%

<Table 3> The education of Students

4) gA gzt st Ee] Yy REE
20129 18719 20139 13}7] 7102 4y
[e)B
AN

oo

<X 4> AYE 72X 9%

2012 2013
Manager 7 % 5%
Experts and related workers 36 % 41 %
Clerks 11 % 10 %
Service workers 2% 5%
Sales workers 3% 4 %
Technical workers 6 % 3%
Mechanical workers 4 % 2 %
Simple workers 2% 2%
Soldiers 1% 0 %
Unemployed 29 % 28 %
Total 100% 100%

<Table 4> The distribution of job
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Item Main opinions
-Subjects related to idea(Not focusing to theory)
-Design marketing & planning areas , programming
9 language
& |[-Various subjects related to design new concept for
%A coming future
g —-Subjects about design application areas on the
2 |Internet
9 -Subjects to help for working
g -Subjects related to design planning & proposal
% |-Subjects related to successful presentation
—Various Case Study subjects
-Learning Courses of design program or tool
5 -Provide lecture program
o % ~Want to reduce the burden on the assignment
7 S -Quick replacement of old class
2 |-Professor’s quick feedback
~Want to provide various and segmented study
road map
" ~The professor’s advice about various competition
£ information
™ |-Areas where can view the other students’
& |assignments
% -Difficulty rating classification of subjects for
students with work or no work experience
-The clear and systematic guidelines and objectives
of major

<Table 5> The main opinions of students
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#2014 04 71F)

University Department Major
Space Hanyang . . "
design Cyber Design Space Design
Jewelry | Digital Seoul Jewelry
design Culture Arts Design
Digital Seoul ;:;h‘r?“
Culture Arts ©
. bossiness
Digital Digital
fashion | Seoul Digital Fashion
Sejong Fashion
Cyber Business
The Cyber Mechanical Desian
University of | and Control B iieerin
Korea Engineering g g
Seoul Digital | Digital Design
. . Multimedia
Seoul Cyber IT. Design Design
Korea
Muli | Soongsil IT. Design Digital Design
media Cyber P . &
design University
Multimedia
Open Cyber Design
Visual Design
Har New Media
C beng Design Design
th Industrial Design
Planning Design

<Table 6> The current opening status of
Design department in Cyber University
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2 | Design SN planmng Seoul Digital
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) ) n University of
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g <
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<Table 7> Curriculum of 1st semester 2014
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