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Issues of Learner-Centered Studio Classes
in Landscape Architectural Education

Kim, Ah-Yeon
Dept. of Landscape Architecture, University of Seoul

ABSTRACT

The knowledge-based society of the 21st century requires a new kind of professional. Studio education has been the
core pedagogical method to bridge the practical world and higher education in the field of landscape architecture. However,
it is questioned whether studio classes have truly been performed from the learners’ perspectives to solidify the competencies
to meet the demands of the changing society. This study tries to draw key issues related to studio pedagogy in order
to make a foundation for the improvement of studio classes in landscape architectural education. Five issues regarding
landscape architectural studio education have been suggested through the literature review of three categories: the core
competencies required for the future professionals, the pedagogical paradigm shift, and the changes along the evolution
of landscape professions and curricula. The first issue is suggested as to approach the competencies from the holistic and
systematic approach to define landscape architectural professionals for the 21st century. Second, studio classes should be
redefined in the context of an entire curriculum, and, as a consequence, the linkage among the individual courses is found
to be important. Third, design studio classes need to be restructured to have differentiated pedagogical objectives for the
development of the learning phase. Fourth, it becomes crucial to research the pedagogical methodology and the reflective
actions of instructors. Finally, it is required to think about what it means to be practical in the context of studio classes
and the enhancement of educational infrastructure for the studio classes is to be important.
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Figure 2. Key competencies suggested through DeSeCo project
Source: OECD, 2005
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Table 1. Ranking of importance of generic competences by ECLAS (as listed by LE:NOTRE working groups)

Instrumental competences Interpersonal competences Systemic competences

1. Capacity of analysis and synthesis 1. Critical and self-critical abilities 1. Capacity for applying knowledge in practice

2. Capacity for organisation and planning 2. Teamwork 2. Research skills

3. Basic general knowledge 3. Interpersonal skills 3. Capacity to learn

4. Grounding in basic knowledge of the 4. Ability to work in an interdisciplinary team 4. Capacity to adapt in new situation

profession

5. Ability to communicate with experts in other

5. Oral and written communication in own language 5. Capacity to generate new ideas

fields
6, Knowledge of a second 1 g 6. Apprec1{at10n of natural diversity and multi- 6. Leadership
: culturality
7. Elementary computing skills 7. Ability to work in an international context 7. Undergtandmg of cultures and customs of other
countries
8. Information management skills 8. Ethical commitment 8. Ability to work autonomously
9. Problem solving 9. Project design and management
10. Decision making 10. Initiative and entrepreneurial spirit

11. Concern for quality
12. Will to succeed

Source: http://www.www.eclas.org/accreditation-advice php
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Table 2. Comparison of competencies” suggested by various educational organizations
Geographical . .
boundary Worldwide Europe North America Korea
' OECD IFLA/UNESCO Charter ECLAS Gwdanqe on Landscape Architectural National Competency
Title DeSeCo for Landscape Landscape Architecture Body of Knowledge Standards, Landscape
Architectural Education Education v s Architecture section
3 categories 10 categories of knowledge 2 core competences Rating of 8 competencies e ?elated &
4 domains
1) Interactive use of tools |1) History of cultural form | 1) Knowledge, skills and | 1) Landscape architecture | 1) Landscape design
2) Act autonomously and an understanding understanding of planning, history and criticism 2) Landscape construction
3) Interact with the others of design as a social art design and management, | 2) Natural and cultural 3) Landscape management
2) Social, political, econo- to create new or conserve systems 4) Landscape supervision
mic and natural systems existing landscape 3) Public policy and
3) Natural sciences such situations regulation
as geology, hydrology | 2) Holistic knowledge and | 4) Design, planning and
and biology understanding of the management at various
4) Plant material and nature of landscape scales and application
horticultural applications and the ways in which |5) Site design engineering:
5) Site engineering it is perceived in time materials, methods,
including materials, and space, and the technologies and appli-
methods, technologies, pressures and driving cations
construction docu- forces to which landscapes | 6) Construction documen-
Suggested rrfrgation 3nd aldmglnl- are subjected . téation anq aﬁnﬂrﬂstration
competencies stration, and applications - ommunication
6) Theory and methodo- 3 generic competence 8) Values and ethics in
logies in design, planning | 1) Instrumental practice
and research 2) Interpersonal
7) Landscape design, 3) Systemic
management, planning ; -
and science at all 12 sub]ect' specific compe-
scales and applications  [fences relating to 5 key areas
8) Ecological studies and
principles of sustainability | 1) Theory and methodclogy
9) Information technology | 2) Planning, design and
and computer applications management
10) Public POhCY and 3) Vegetation and materials
regulatlog ‘ 4) Information technology
11) Communications and | 5) Professional practice
public facilitation
12) Ethics and values
related to the profession
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Table 3. The latest trends in landscape architectural studio approaches

Studio approaches References
Design-build studio Winterbottom, 2002: Melcher, 2013
Community participation and service learning studio Kondolf ef al, 2013: Forsyth, 1999: Baugher ef al, 2013
Multicultural and international studio Chang, 2005: Hou, 2005,: Lawson, 2005; Hewitt and Nassar, 2005
Multidisciplinary and integrated project studio Rotar ef al, 2013; Baugher et al, 2013: Kondolf eet al, 2013
Alternative media and methodology-based studio Parvu and Torres, 2007 Walliss ef al, 2014: Alon-Mozes, 2006: Wagner, 2005

e Z2AES 53 ol H5 3 B Zokote] AAlE T 29| AE7tEA Y Aol 94 Ax e FIL At
sl g, ARIA/ e g3 SAlsE Fete A e s F3 gom, oleg I el v Aol AE
TP AFHE ASTHE, WsEs ddE ARl of 7F Fdolhe dstalge] 7lFelA g Foeiths AL
FOAL ltke Abdelth, iy

250l oA ARH L el adel] e A= v
S SBAY Tasker(2011)¢] BHAQ AT A B AA 2 R2[Ue ZZEEY MUTE L0 AEL|Q £
e T Aok 25 AAIY I Sk uhateke)
=g 27 HelA F e 2] AFHL syl # Felvete] A A AT Fro SEdolge 55
AE A HAL F 7ol AR AALFE 6 #elo] A ol et 27 24 WAl FAsAl Wl
A AR T At AR £YL B3 FTASA o} Choi(1975) 8] A-toll Al AR 1970 7] 278} o
oLl Wl w88hA ghol2 yiale] BHow R} I WA o AHEY A/FY AL AY A=
Atk Taskers 278t HAAART 7} B§Hdo|y £ Syl EE PE AMMZE Z8 S 2EAMY BEe G2
A olm Wstele WAL AN A A" (living system) =°] Btom, AAot ddsit e AHEds A, APY
S Ry, BA40R gopg AEROE 5940 g/ ¥ 5o Anais AT FB ohek Yojot Sl
Ao Aol oA ARUL S0 IS B FEACE 2Aks HolN @4 2% 2oy
2, @Ashe] Bl vset *JEZ#%—% So AsEs g AE BAP. Choi(1975)E B A distel 278k w3
A2 07 w2817 D Ochsner, 2000). SIS e] AA v} g AR 5 5 AA AHEE T Lo vEE
A7) o] 2R Qe 2437 % I el 15 22 Bd $RSL dbd, AYRERS AEAY B
ZAAAE e 1o 22RE BEIH Tasker, 2011, A" Z2)3 “H9% 2F5Hprofessional integration) o] 2.

A2 B A AN AYH ABY W] FH F EIAT YW, AR WAL A2 A H AE
L A RAL e Aolehe ANEH SRt ule A &) TINAG AT AEE A7) W) A B
S o9 BEY AlRh 484 ZWAN O Yok S5 2AF ANGT QA ot 1 Aeke) £AE Husl % 5 ¢
3} 5L ABARNE L ol oA ATle] ekl O, 18 BRAAE B A Sle 4L ANHT, 94
ZAEd 200 $AS TOT rkPak A08: Hemenkohl % RN GRI JE ARUQL £9 HYH AR
and Mertl, 2010: Tasker, 2011: Adams ef al, 2011). &, 2% stk & 4 e, A9A destl s gste Folir]
T2 gl lof FAAA, TAEA o 2 822 S 7} % H(integration) ¢ & Hot Tt o8 IHE5 Z=A
o ojluzl, SHIE ANl et A kR AAs=7E A EE 5o dgske A5 HEY HFE Fed Aotk &
AEAEA S (becoming)©] 5 Eﬁﬂﬁ‘r ol sFAPt of st FET A2 AdA AEsl siFehs o AEER =
w3k 243} 7ES FEeTRRe AA A 2uiF o) 73 A, Y. 2P Mg Aol dE] itk Aol 01
AtdS Foldo] ofwd Algho] Heof 7h-vehs EAE4 3t Abd 2 27 w75 AelM Belsk A/
Z9d] #4lS 27 == 2otk Tasker, 2011). o] W3} Gedh o] EAFOE FHFEA Y HEE HAE:

% 7

oF W&ol tigk AN HLL wHAREF 8Aehe AFE Z7etate] W
A ] RIAE sk flst "exde] Ak AAl AR 2

Q7 S0l AAZIF HAL Al W (becoming) SEE, & I wIEAM FAHOE AR L g ole 2004 A
T AR & Ak (refuse to becoming) S 2 E FTS F Q) .

e =le) A7 A 3H(Kim, 2010) A, 2702 FHo] 3 2006 B st of Fat et st BHEHUA AFHE
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2 ZHEmo 7 At 1 o)F 2014 a4 “ARTL” Fok AFHQ FAOo= o|RARE AY/ AR T
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20149 A= ]Lo}f’% e 22 Wels & ¢ itk A 3kA] ol 4 A A 2 FAE AHst= fde
AEe] 3, FAZE HAE L ARsEE A ‘%% Holo, A Zmo] 9t} Iy Ashde] Ay g wgAel uet sy
/3 FEE ARSI dEg7F gAGoR Sofd A Y&o] ZHA A9 uE w3y AANZE E uf AAHA A
& 4 9tk dAFo R AYRe] HlFo] B 1970 o <ol JHE F AUk
vl 2014 @A AGI=9] HlFo] &3, AA I HlFo] Aggape} Aele] 49 wikEe] 4o upg} "4=9f HE
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EO2v A== A7 BeH, Algd FAE GA] giF 2RULE 53R C R A B2 Ut Eth S
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Table 4. The change of core courses between 1975 and 2014*
o5} A R 1975 2014
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Educational objective

Systematic approaches to core competencies

Expanding the scope of studios and strengthen the link among courses

Enhancement of existing studios Restructuring design studios and introduction of differentiated pedagogical strategy

Teaching methodology Research on studio teaching methodology and instructional design

!

Infrastructure for studios Restructuring practical context and enhancing physical and institutional infrastructure

Figure 3. Five issues for studio classes in landscape architectural education
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