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ABSTRACT

This study has attempted to determine the micro-discourse from blogs as personal media that reflect citizens’ actual
opinions of the Seoul Forest without intervention of experts. Furthermore, a qualitative research method discourse analysis
was selected to analyze the micro-discourse regarding the Seoul Forest in a time series. The extracted samples of blogs
by year were intended to identify the comment section of the process of change and the discursive structure.

The results are as follows; first, from the beginning of the development of the Seoul Forest to the present, it is divided
into four chronological periods along with individuals’ micro-discourse with social changes. During the beginning of the
development of the Seoul Forest, the social discourse was formed, and in the next period, the micro-discourse was developed
with a more emotional and complex discourse. In the formative period, four or five years later, the discourse reflected
the civic consciousness of development more than ever, showing the diversity of participation in the program at the Seoul
Forest. In the growth period, as the users’ experiences had been accumulated, the users started writing about the role of
the Seoul Forest in their own words. This can also be called place discourse.

From the individuals’ micro-discourse, this study shows the discourse structure of how individuals think about the
Seoul Forest in each period. Unlike the experts, the micro-discourse contains specific daily interactions, experiences, and
the stories of individuals who actually use the parks. It also shows how users reproduce and understand the space. In
this respect, this is the most significant finding of this study.

Based on this research, this study has demonstrated that the emotional description of a place that actually functions
as a discourse about city parks, and confirms that blogs could be used as a space to form discourse and as a research
tool to read the trends. In accordance with these results, this study has described not only the discourse of experts, but
also how the discourse of individuals’ comments can be an important part of the discourse of modern urban parks.
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Table 1. Examples of micro discourses in the beginning

Year Name of blog Contents
World according to Jennis. The construction has not done yet. Construction vehicles around the park indicate that here is a man-made forest.
2005 R & ! (+++) This giant forest is in the center of the most expensive land in Seoul. We hope that the citizens would have
It's my world ) .
a rest and find their life in there,
However a good amount of care had been taken, the park needs more to be forested. It would take a while that
2005 Jetlag Dreams
the released elks have the park mature.
2006 e = While in an early phase, Seoul Forest would become the most visited park for the citizens who wish to find the
= leisure and peace.
2006 Bolo] A8 U= Looks like special efforts have been given to every detail of the park design to reflect on a natural setting. But it
Algolol] is still early to call the park “forest” since they hastily planted too many young trees to mest the park opening date.

Table 2. Examples of micro discourse regarding a local government or a mayor

Year Name of blog Contents

“Seoul Forest is made by the Mayor Lee, Myung-bak for citizen for the first time in Seoul. My family visited Seoul
Forest to see how it has changed. Ttukseom(%7d) district was stark because of foreign workers, many factories and
overground railway. (+++) It's a nice thing that there is a green-open space in Ttukseom, which was the epitome of a
desolate landscape.”

2005 | #N3]. 2ol 71Eolok]

“Seoul Forest is big and cool so I feel good when [ was there. But, there were some evidences of shoddy
2005 FactoryDottcat construction and they have started repairs after heavy rain, If it was set out perfectly at first, there is no need to
repair with a lot of money. The Mayor, Lee still put emphasis on outcome.”

An image of the Chunggecheon(%#3) reconstruction site has crossed my mind. The mayor of Seoul seems to be
2005 | o]HAY oJofr]¢] ¥7+ | planning many redevelopment plans these days. Well, they are appreciable, of course, but I want to see the plans
rather tangible and profitable.

MuSt Have €74 , %71 | It looks more crowded and complex than my first visit. I would like to praise on the fact that the government made
gy Frs it for the citizen. Although somewhere get dirty and it does not look good, it will be better if well preserved.

2006

st xgsts|x| A 4338 15(2015¢ 2g) 33



Journal of the Korean Institute of Landscape Architecture 167

2. @471(2007~2008'H)

47191 Ak AR W
2 a4 2 e s A W
Wehs Wl b shie tE s Aese Hluske

W&olth(Table 3, 4 3%).

A7kl 5o whet Wiske AEs Wl AaE vAlE Al
A MM AT o8 T WEE TAFUES
& gtk A AL Mesd] BACdA ZudE 7L
718l AIEC] ZEL 9 9] o AIgh HEES HlaLd o]
SAEL AT Egel e ollES =euisled 1L
ZHE o 2~3d0] A F, o] WER oldAES Wk
7Aate) HE gl AR wEAS Eellvh 34 viAl
HES 2~3d F Aghd F5] wiste] wE Zo] 7P B
stom, 747k g2 Al WEstuA =7 AEzeM HlEs
715 siinh 2y o] AEES e HEd oldAe

(~

A5 By 3
2 299TAGNH AHETABY),
Nl TP o0, F9) FUL BAE(Boston) o FH(17)

olAol - 45¢

O
>

0.
0.

£ (New York)e] MEZ 33 (Central Park) (2009 371) 9l

3. TIH71(2009~2010L4)

o A7el A% B2 Fol %2 Fhe Fuol O
LS AAAQ B917), A4 2 22O 5L ogd
F9] 7ol B gl F2 o|F3L Utk Table 5 2). 3

7R Qe AL 7L 607l BE = 4870 AA Vet
wom, I W82 o vjs] o FAAo|Nth 229
o 3] 7S 7123 F2 F 7A0 = 200793 200810 7}
o Aol Yehu= 71 AR &

A

=
:cl)é

=
Nk

AL
21 o8AEE ol AR
al

Q471 ol &AEe] AFol FAHRA FAHE VAT
22 AT 5 AYEH, olE &Rt ARACE wak W

Table 3. Examples of micro discourse about comparition between the first and return visit in formative period

Year Name of blog

Contents

2007 s I
was a weekday.

It was pretty empty when I visited there two years ago. But the park has been much forested, perhaps due to the
seasonal high temperature or the enough time passage. No bugs were there, just a few people could be seen, because it

2007 EF L&A &1l .
nice rest area and park.

I think this park has organized more than last year. If there will be many places to sit and rest, Seoul forest will be a

2008 | <e7to] s A 3

I have visited Seoul Forest twice before, When I visited here not long after the park opened, there was a lack of the
greenness, But, now I feel much better and it has been improved a lot.

2008 A Aek

“Seoul Forest was opened in June, 2005, I dropped by there at that time. It was so crowded and disorganized. but now,
the park is forested and looks much better than before.”

Table 4. Examples of micro discourse about comparition between Seoul Forest and other parks in formative period

Year Name of blog

Contents

2007 Cool & Jazzy Life

When [ visited Boston, I was moved by the fact that the park was located in the center of the city. Now, we have
many urban parks in Seoul like any other Western cities. An atmosphere is calm and restfulness. 1 feel like taking a
good rest, It is easy to access and large enough for crowd.

2007

I think the park was designed with a decent amount of care and consideration: a family-oriented playground, a

Story teller small-scale space for the school students, and interesting small public sculptures in every corner of the park. The
park’'s mood is somewhat different from Seonyu-do Park.
2008 2t¥s Blog - I visit Seoul Forest for the first time. It is big and divided into several zones by themes. I think Seoul Forest is
Fun with life! systematically organized than Olympic Park which is near my house. The sheer size of Olympic Park is bigger.
I had little knowledge of Seoul Forest when I visited there. Well, it was a big park rather than a forest. It was
2009 [BRs) compatible to the Central Park in New York. I could picture an image of a New Yorker jogging with a dog on a

park’s runway.

34 s2az7s
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Table 5. Examples of micro discourse in development period

Year Name of blog Contents

I found a pretty herbal garden in the park. The garden looked good with a remnant of an old house, on which the

2009 tholu - .
young herb plants would grow well. I roamed around the garden with a satisfaction.
o Ayl I applied for ‘Action Volunteer Program' and made a “Protect the environment!” signboard with the children in a
2009 ° single-parent family. We got to be friends after having lunch and feeding deer at deer farm. It's been a pleasure for me

EERDIERl arent &
to participate in such a good voluntary program.

I feel really great about participating environmental festivals after becoming a college student. I am pleased that there
2009 s Yl are a lot of students who do volunteer work and feel warm companionship. I have had many kinds of experiences and
learning from volunteering, it is different learning at school.

Seoul Forest is not just a forest, but sort of a big garden complex. There are many things to look at. (--*) Deep into

2010 RIYEY B the rainy Seoul Forest, I had sat myself at there while imagining strolling on a Buddhist monastery trail and smell the
71243k Vandalist )
scent of the forest let me rest in wood.
WA 22 A7} I have participated in the regular events in Seoul Forest since June 2006. Two years ago I have received an award
2010 = : O?Lﬂ,L honoring the volunteer workers who had worked for more than 100 hours. My affection and passion for Seoul Forest is
P AN .

still on the way. I will continue to work with our sweaty and warm-hearted volunteer workers.

Table 6. Examples of micro discourse in growth period

Year Name of blog Contents

There are many things to see and experience in Seoul Forest. I participated in the public meeting program called
2011 made in 2=2T% “Living Library”. Through this program, I was able to talk with new people. It was like three different colors are
painted on the white paper in my heart.

As soon as I entered the park, I could see greenness and a clear landscape. I can't believe that I stand on the center of
2011 TTEE a city, Seoul that is blocked by high buildings., Trees, grass, a fountain, kids romping around the park and the parents
looking at them with smile delightedly.. I think that Seoul Forest is a really good present to all the families.

I breath in a big urban lung called Seoul Forest. Looking from outside, it was just an another large urban park. But when
in the inside, I saw many natural and cultural features, like a pond, trail, ecological garden, and an outdoor open theater.

I feel very refreshed while looking at the park. I hadn't had this feeling when I had visited the park a few years back.
The visitor's words, “A natural resort in the heart of the city” is not deceiving words. It is the greatest park ever, indeed.

2012 Antic Nomad

2012 | F2r)9] Adoopr]

A pigeon approached a deer's manger, but the deer seemed not being intimidated at all. Seoul Forest is a habitat for the
2013 | AFuke] B3 B2 7| plants and animals’ symbiotic life. I have spent wonderful afternoon hearing the bird’s singing, watching fish in the pond
and eye-contacting with deer.

Ao NEgs A HuUA ArlE Rofsta d4st A== 3ok g7kl ek a4} on| ol s A4 0R Hi
T Al FAE Aolth o]§AE0] WAt FEAHE o S o] HEES FE o] H HET AES TAHSE ¥
sto] ME oW Rolrk, FAS sl F2 olTk e, of A719] EEdle AREAE 2T 20 3912
L HE Wele EadM FazA e HEed dd o4 B Ag BEd oldate] 2R 24 ¥ stk o5 22
= ESWA e & o AtK(Table 6 3%). ol&Ak=0] # oW olfrelld MEgs FE3] M He AS FHUh
Ao Qojz Mees Agststd Aed e o187 4 AL WEol 5 olF = 45719 MAEES FEl 271
A 27 el gt A8s et Sivk =4 dE sk A7), @718 AT B Aewol Bol WSk W
MM 7l FEH, A o] QoMX T3 o] Fl9 A&l g AW A4E FA40s HatEY Jdee ¢
9L3 HFA o ARl = 22 =8 vt b 27t T Atk
A &7 okethe %ﬁ’ HiEE FEFYOl BAAE X
T AEEs BARE oS3 ARlEe] AAE Fdo] A% N. MEx= OJAIE29] %oig Q01 9l M
= o ZUGP-X]Q} 0|3t FAESHE oA okl
I e A e s Weelth oA A HSERol FES /NS A oS wy
o[} 22 MEd oldAEY AFol FHHUA ERjlo] & ke AollA AR LS olalista Uobrt T ARIE F
g o] obd A4 ASste] d2 =As Foll d4E AL 2 g 9le 719E Algsl £ olE A olsishr] sl
Z MEs AT AAAQ Aoz dAAA S ¢ Ae SR FAl sl BES Ak ARRle] Hets ols g
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