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Relation between Perception and Production of English Vowels
by Phonetic Training
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine how Korean college students perceive and produce
American English vowels /i, 1, er1, ¢, &, a, 2, 05, 6, u, A/ embedded in CVC words, and further
to examine the relationship between perception and production of the target vowels. Forty-two
participants who are English major/double major were divided into 2 groups under different
conditions: the control group took only theoretical lessons about English phonetics and the
experimental group took 4-week phonetic training lessons in addition to the theoretical ones.
The result of the pretest revealed that the two groups showed strong correlations between
perception and production. However in the post-test, both of the two groups had no correlation
between the two elements. The two groups showed changes in the correct percentage in the
post-test and this had the influence on the correlations between perception and production. The
control group showed the fluctuation in perception, whereas the experimental group showed
improvement in production, and these changes in the post-test had an influence on the
correlations between perception and production. Based on this analysis, pedagogical implications
were discussed and limitations of the study were also described.
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