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Awareness Levels and Influencing Factors of Sexual Harassment
among Dental Hygiene Students
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the awareness of dental hygiene students on sexual
harrassment in an effort to provide some information on the prevention of sexual harrassment.
The subjects in this study were 738 dental hygiene students at colleges located in four different
large regions. As for the concept of sexual harrassment, the students got 4.33 out of a possible
five in that regard, which was a high score. But they got a relatively lower score of 3.42 in
awareness of the causes of sexual harrassment. They got the highest score of 4.42 in physical
sexual harrassment among different types of sexual harrassment. Regarding the offender of
sexual harrassment, they got 2.81 out of a possible five, which was lowest among their scores
in the items of sexual harrassment awareness. There were statistically significant differences in
sexual harrassment awareness according to gender, age, grade and religion. The
above-mentioned findings of the study illustrated that the dental hygiene students were well
aware of sexual harrassment in general, but that the way they coped with it was quite passive.
The development of educational programs on how to prevent sexual harrassment and cope with
it is required to spread better awareness of sexual harrassment among college students and to
encourage them to properly cope with it.
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