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Abstract : Development education started in some of developed countries of Europe since 1960s. Japan was
interested in the development education with realizing the impotance of quality of life in the late of 1970s after
high economical growth in 1960s. Just like Eroupe, development education in Japan was done to citizen by
development NGOs. But under close cooperation with JICA and MOE, development education was gradually
absorbed in formal education. Development education in Japan is done through interdisciplinary studies and the
subjects. Geography national curriculum and textbooks in Japan show that the subject aimed to nurture Japanese
in the world in the period from the late of 1960s to the late of 1970s. Thus the period can be named the
sprouting time of education of development. But with entering the late of 1980s, geography national curriculum
started to focus on fostering global citizenship to students. The turn in the educational aims can be counted as
practical start of education of development. And education of development through geography was extended the
most in the late of 1990s. But in the recent revised geography national curriculum, emphasis on education of
development is reduced a little. It can be told that education of development in Japan arrives at the level of the
full growth.
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