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Settlement and Adaptation Status of Urban to Rural Migrants and
Policy Implications : the Case of Gyeongbuk Province™*
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Abstract : This study attempts to explore settlement and adaptation status involved in differing urban—to—rural
migration types in Gyeongbuk Province and suggests policy implications based on this analysis. The attributes of
urban—to—rural migrants in Gyeongbuk Province differ spatio-temporally, and their status of settlement and
adaptation is also different depending on urban-to-rural migration types. “U-turn” migrants who are mostly
first—generation rural-to—urban migrants with experience in farming and rural community life engage primarily in
crop agriculture. “J-turns” and “I-turns,” who have no experience in farming or rural community life, migrated for
idyllic rural life. The household income of these types is relatively low compared to U-turn type. U-turns’ degree
of adaptation is relatively lower than the other types, and U-turn migrants mainly rely on family and community
assets in order to solve problems. J-turns’ and I-turns’ degree of satisfaction is relatively high. However they
typically have substantial difficulties in adapting due to lack of pre—migration preparation. Policy implications are :
switching away from general and inclusive policies of support,” ‘transition to policies embedded in the attributes of
regions and migration types, ‘improvement of policy governance, ‘enhancement of support for pre—migration
preparation and customized support based on the needs of migrants, and ‘comprehensive improvements of
settlement environment to better integrate migrants with current residents.’

Key Words : urban—to—rural migration, settlement and adaptation, migration motivation, policy implications,
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