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A Study on Ex-Health Professional National Assembly Members’ Influences
on Health Care Policy Making in the National Assembly

Chang Ug Ryu', Jae Hee Lee'?

'Department of Public Health, Gachon University Graduate School; 2Department of Health Care Management, Gachon University College of Social Science,

Seongnam, Korea

In most democratic countries, influential professional interest groups often become a part of the iron triangle in the policy making
process. One of the typical methods by which professional interest groups participate in policy making process may be by having
interest group members in the national assembly, who are sympathetic to the group, implementing policies through legislation. In
this study we found that from the Constitutional National Assembly through the 18th National Assembly, 147 members of the Na-
tional Assembly of the Republic of Korea have been ex health care professionals. The research analyzed the roles of these members
in health care law amendments as requested by the professional organizations. This study analyzed 11 major cases that involved
nullification or amendment of legislations in favor of the healthcare profession, against the basic policies of the government. The
study showed that in the 11 major cases, policies were amended in the direction intended by the National Assembly members and
other organizations with similar interests, which was against the policy stance of the government. However, these cases did not uni-
laterally imply that the National Assembly has been captured by the interest groups through the legislators with health care profes-
sional background; rather, they should be perceived to be influenced by the exhibited loss of governability by the government in
respect to healthcare policy decisions, loss of initiative due to lack of controllability, and reversals and inconsistencies of the policies.

Keywords: Health care professionals; National assembly member; Medical Professionalism
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Table 1. List of materials on histories of health care professional associations

Name of associations Materials on histories of associations
Korean Medical Association Korean Medical Association 85th anniversary [24]

Korean Medical Association 100th anniversary [25]
Korean Dental Association History of the Korean Dental Association [26]
The Association of Korean Medicine The Association of Korean Medicine 40th anniversary [27]

History of the Korean Medicine Association (1898-2011) [28]
Korean Pharmaceutical Association History of the Korean Pharmaceutical Association [29]

History of the Korean Pharmaceutical Association (1991-2001) [30]
Korean Nurses Association History of the Korean Nurses Association [31]

Sources of nursing history in Korea (1886-1911) [32]

Table 2. List of materials on activities of health care professional associations

Name Title of publication Launching year
Korean Medical Association Doctor's News 1967
Korean Dental Assaciation The Journal of the Korean Dental Association 1966
The Association of Korean Medicine The Association of Korean Oriental Medicine News 1967
Korean Pharmaceutical Association Korea Pharmaceutical Association News 1968
Korean Nurses Association The Korean Nurses Association News 1976

Major political activities

- Questioning of the relevant policy
agendas in the standing committee

- Participating as the National
Assembly member introducing the
petition of the relevant health care

Access to the relevant information

- Own job experience before becoming
a National Assembly member

- Reports and solicitation from the

releva.ntt.healthcare professionals Cooperation with professional association o o health

association - N anialat : ; ange in healthcare
o ) relevant association of Legislating the policy agenda in !

- The current situation facing a healthcare professionals question through legislation policy of the government

National Assembly member sponsored by National Assembly

(a National Assembly member members

operating a mid-sized hospital
may call on the support policy
for mid-sized hospitals)

- Holding hearings together with the
relevant healthcare professonals
association on the current policy
agenda

Figure 1. Ex healthcare professional National Assembly members' activity process.
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