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ABSTRACT

Magic realism, which originated in the culture of Central and South America, creates a fantas-
tic fictional word by linking unrelated incidents using magical. The purpose of this study was to
analyze Tarsem Singh’s design characteristics that are based on magic realism in his movies, “The
Cell” and “The Fall”, and to highlight the artistic values appearing in the films. The research
was conducted by observing the characteristics and concept of magic realism based on literature
and preceding research, and discovering how Singh expressed these creatively and experimentally
within the costumes in his films. The results of the study were as follows: Firstly, magical, legen-
dary and symbolic characteristics appear within the fantasy of magical realism, and common tech-
niques within film costuming include repetition of similar objects, solid silhouettes within scenes,
and various decorative materials used for fantastic expression. Secondly, regarding ideality, the
destruction of previous ideas and recreation of the present were found with materials and details
used in film costuming to destroy previous ideas. Expressions of character through external deco-
ration and depiction of living things as not living were also found. Thirdly, reiteration showed
the coexistence of history and legend, reality and fantastic elements, and arrangement of oppos-
ing elements.
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