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Identity and Characteristics of Korean Pungsu(Fengshui)

Wonsuk Choi*

R9F: FARs B4 oA W4 W U gl Bt Fool2Ale), 4 Bolaso] A8ld - Eold A
) B P FARBAE TH o] 2 4= glek, F4olRAR: HEAAle] ofaA] st 2412 ol
1= AR AL, AAE S0lo] QL BEEhAE A1EAletel ofailA] X2]2 el AghALe] el A A
Ho A6 A ol ek, T4 oLBAAS Ykt B, Tem ol Ge F0l T,
gou], 9 0 39 S F30| WHE B4 o EAAS AolH $Au oJAbA - £51A Sae] sho] 4
T S I ey
ZAA7)0) FABH BABSE, 2AF7)9) AsHA FAFRO| Ao Selrh 5 F4E0) Al
ol Lehdh S4e FolAloto] Hlo] AAIA S84, ANk Gereint At thebd, Aelal gEal 3
Al20] A, vl s Eo] ek Al 7H 2 BoR 4= ik,

FR0|: F4 ulu, G F4a

L
=)

Abstract : The history of Korean Pungsu can be approached from two perspectives. One is through the
history of its theoretical formation and evolution, and the other is through the history of its social and
cultural formation and evolution. The former, i.e. Pungsu theories, was produced and developed by
intellectuals as an elaborate system of cosmic knowledge and logic. The latter, i.e. Pungsu culture, was
consumed and adopted by various social groups in their spatial life practices. It was Chinese intellectuals that
originally initiated and carried out the production, formation, and development of the fengshui theoretical
system. Intellectuals in neighboring countries adapted Chinese fengshui to their local environment,
incorporating their own historical and cultural features, and practiced this transformed and indigenized form
of geomancy. The evolution of Korean Pungsu can be summarized as having the following five characteristics.
First, Koreans accepted fengshui from China, pragmatically adapting it to fit the Korean natural and social
environment, and then used it for social discourse on space. Second, Pungsu had a comprehensive and varied
influence on Korean culture throughout its different historical periods. Third, combined with social thought
led by differing social classes, Korean Pungsu existed as an element of social discourse. Fourth, Koreans’
theoretical preferences of fengshui were for the landform method over the /igi (%) method. Fifth, the Bibo

philosophy was a characteristic feature of Korean Pungsu.

Key Words : Pungsu(Fengshui, Korean geomancy), Bibo, The history of Korean Pungsu
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