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The National Images of United Kingdom, France, and Germany
in the Korean Middle School Social Studies Textbooks

Sunmee Park*
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Abstract : This study aims to illustrate the national images of United Kingdom, France, and Germany based
on the descriptions in the Korean middle school Social Studies textbooks in comparative perspective. In
order to identify and compare the national images of the three countries, the author uses a framework for
analysis consisting cognitive, normative, and relational factors. The main findings are as follows. First, the
most frequently shown topics and issues are democratic institutions in the case of United Kingdom, respect
for human rights in the case of France, and sustainable environment in the case of Germany. Second, for all
the three countries, the most frequent factor among the three is cognitive one, followed by normative and
then relational factors. Third, United Kingdom is described as a country of social unrest and conflict as well
as a democratic country with long history and tradition. Fourth, France is described as a country of respect/
abuse of human rights, potential for high tech industry, and largest agricultural state in Europe. Fifth,
Germany is described more as a country of a leading country for global environmental protection than as a

country with electronic and information technology.

Key Words : national image, image, social bias, Social Studies textbook
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