REVIEW ARTICLE

ISSN 1225-8709 / elSSN 2005-7571

Korean J Biol Psychiatry 2015;22(3):95-100

Schizophrenia and Healing Environment
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Treatment of schizophrenia is one of the most challenging areas in the field of psychiatry. There has been much improvement in psy-
cho-pharmacotherapy, and at present, psycho-pharmacotherapy along with milieu therapy and social rehabilitation is the standard
first-line treatment for schizophrenia. Healing environment, a concept which has arisen from the architectural field, has similarities
in meaning to milieu therapy in psychiatry. In other words, healing environment may be an encountering point between psychiatry
and architecture. In this encountering, each field can understand each other and expand its concept to aid the treatment of schizo-
phrenia and to plan the build-up of the entire environment considering its social and psychological effects. In this paper, we aim to es-
tablish the basic concept of healing environment to alleviate the psychopathologies in schizophrenic patients. We worked under the
premise that physical setting affects human behavior and mind, and that physical setting should play a role as a medium with thera-
peutic potential for patients with medical problems. The aims of this paper are as follows. First, theoretical discussion of the concept and
the constructs of healing environment : second, understanding of the schizophrenic symptoms that may be affected by supporting en-
vironment : and third, discussion of supporting environment that may alleviate the symptoms of schizophrenia.
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