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Direction of Arms Control to Establish Foundation
for Peaceful Reunification in Korean Peninsula

Kim Jae Chul*

Abstract

It is required to expand area of inter-Korean economic cooperation, being limited to non-military field, to military
field and then, to positively promote arms control in order to establish foundation for peaceful reunification in Korean
peninsula. Reasons why arms control has not been promoted between South and North Korea in the meantime were
such original factors as follows; @ limit of confidence building between the South and the North, @ functional limit
of arms control itself, ® institutional-structural limit between the South and the North, @ environmental limit at
home and abroad. It is necessary to get out from existing frame and to seek a new paradigm in order to overcome
above factors and to realize arms control between the South and the North. First, it is required to have prior
political dialog at the South-North high-level talks in order to promote arms control and to exercise 'strategic
flexibility’ during negotiation and promotion process. For this, 'flexible reciprocity’ has to be adopted in compliance
with situation and conditions. Second, it is necessary to get out from existing principle of ‘confidence building in
advance and arms reduction later’ but to seek the 'simultaneous driving principle of confidence building and arms
reduction’ as an eclectic approach. Namely, based on reasonable sufficiency, it is required to promote military
confidence building and limited arms reduction in parallel, which is a lower level of arms control. Third, as an
advisory body of Prime Minister's Office, it is necessary to install an organization exclusively responsible for arms
control and to positively handle arms control issue from the standpoint of national policy-strategy. If the
South-North high-level talks take place, it is necessary to organize and operate 'South-North Joint Arms Control
Promotion Board (tentative name)’. Fourth, it is required to exercise more active diplomatic competence in order to
create national consensus on necessity of arms control for peaceful reunification and to form more favorable
international environment. Especially, it is necessary to think about how to solve nuclear issue of North Korea
together in collaboration with international society and how to maintain balance between ROK-US alliance and
Sino-Korean cooperation relations.

Key words: establishment of foundation for peaceful reunification, arms control, flexible reciprocity
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