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Abstract The purpose of this study was to identify the relationship between nurses' spirituality and attitude
toward terminal and to provide basic data for enhancement of the quality of terminal care in geriatric hospitals.
Data analysis was done with SPSS/WIN 18.0 program and included t-test, ANOVA, scheffe test, Pearson's
Correlation Coefficient. Results: The subjects' spirituality was significantly correlated with attitude toward
terminal care in geriatric hospital. Conclusion: This study suggests the need for nursing education program and
development of a variety of intervention strategies to help them to achieve a positive attitude toward terminal
care in terms of geriatric hospital by familiarizing themselves with the concept of spirituality
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Nurses' Spirituality and Attitude toward Terminal Care in Geriatric Hospital

(Table 1) The Demographic Characteristics Frequency of terminal care
of Subjects and the Charateristics less than 5 66 21.6
related to Death and Attitude toward 5~less than 10 43 141
Terminal Care (N=306) 10~ess then 15 16 52
Characteristics | n | % | Mean+SD 15~1less than nore 124 405
Gender 20 or more 57 186
Female [ 306 [ 100 [ Experience of terminal care education
Age(yr) Yes 147 480
21~30 % 82 No 146 417
31~40 67 219 No response 13 42
41~50 128 41.8 44.66+891 Job satisfaction
51~60 85 278 Very pleased 3 1.0
No response 1 3 Pleased 14 46
Level of Education Averaged 125 40.8
3yr college 204 66.7 Unpleased 144 471
4yr university 79 25.8 Very unpleased ) 26
graduate school 14 46 No response 12 39
or_higher : Satisfaction in life
No response 9 29 pleased 6 20
Mmr:;’fe - — Averaged 13 369
single = 18‘ 0 Unpleased 157 51.3
;)thers 5 0‘7 Very unpleased 18 59
Rabision - No response 12 39
Christianity 103 33.7
Catholicis 69 22.5 =
Bidd(;;:;m % e 3.2 AFiEXte] FHE: 3 UBUSEE
None 102 33.3 EE
Others 3 1.0 s
Work experiencear hospital(yr) A Ak A A9 dFNTHE HAEe
T STl 254 2% 94 A5 4B 5 0
10~less than 15 88 288 | 1L12:7.19 351:048% 0.2 K o] o]lar ¢ 2919 Hg+=
15~1ess than 20 36 11.8
R— 54 ake] on] A7) 3761105707 JH Eoka, AR}
Work experience at geriatric hospital(yr) 7} 3641051, A4 3.63+050, AFR]4A 3.50+0.51, WA A}
less than 2 106 346
2~ less than 4 21 275 9 3324056, ¥4 3224076 &= o]tk AT EHE
4~less than 6 53 190 3445311 o] HHAATFE 44 - o) 204+027H 08 HE o)A} o]
6~less than 8 23 75 T
8 or more 25 8.2 Sdﬂ, aF9] 2919 @'/F% ?:]'Zo 12} 247} 30040302
No response 10 33 Z P =9ku AE7HE 43 2.99+0.28, 1A A

(Table 1) Continued

(Table 2) The Descriptive Statistic of Spirituality
and Terminal Care Attributes (N=306)

Characteristics | n | % | Mean=SD

Awareness of religion importance

Very unimportant 9 29

Unimportant 46 150

Important 165 539

Very important 84 215

No response 2 0.7
Experience of family death

Yes 264 86.3

No 40 13.1

No response 2 0.7
Experience of terminal care

Yes 239 78.1

No 66 21.6

No response 1 0.3

Variables R Mn Max Meas SD
Spirituality 15 2.30 5.00 351 0.48
Transcendence 1-5 1.20 5.00 3.22 0.76
meaning of life 1-5 2.20 5.00 3.76 0.57
compassion 1-5 2.20 5.00 3.50 051
Innerresources 1-5 2.00 5.00 3.32 0.56
Awareness 1-5 2.20 5.00 364 0.51
Connectedness 1-5 240 5.00 3.63 0.50
Terminal care 1-4 2.37 377 294 0.27
Avareress of deathirf 1-4 2.20 390 3.00 0.30
Firotion of dearbed 1-4 1.17 4.00 2.70 0.49
Care performance 1-4 2.36 3.86 2.99 0.28
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(Table 3) The Difference of Spituality and Attitude
toward Terminal Care in Terms of

Social Demographic Characteristics
(N=306)

ON _1&{
L g
A
=
e

A gkt

L Attitude toward
Charateristics Spirituality Terminal Care
MSD |t or F(p)| M=SD |t or F(p) (Table 4) Difference of Spirituality and Attitude

Age toward Terminal Care in terms of
21~30 357+0.68 2.92+0.28 Death and Terminal Care (N=306)
31~40 3.39+0.43 2.93+0.26 _ L Attitude toward
4150 3043 | 0 [2oes028 | O Characteristics Spirituality Terminal Care
51~60 3.53+0.49 291+0.25 M+SD |t or F(p)| M=SD |t or F(p)

Level of Educatoin Awareness of religion importance
3yr college 3.48+0.48 2.90+0.26" Very unimportant 3.41+0.62° 2.76+0.20
4yr college 352+0.44 260 2.98+0.26" 912"‘:r Unimportant 3.30£0.39" 17.41*: 2.90+0.21° 10.01"":r
Grad school or 3774048 ' 3184025 c>ab Important 3.4210.43: d>be 2.8910.26°1 d>ab,c

higher ) ’ ’ ’ Very important 3.80+0.43 3.06+0.28°

Marriage Experience of family death
Married 2.92+0.26 351+0.45 Yes 353+0.47 157 2.94+0.27 108
Single 2.99+0.29 1.62 3.48+0.57 0.63 No 3.40+0.52 ’ 2.89+0.22 )
Others 3.01£0.35 4.00+0.00 Experience of terminal care
Religion : Yes 353+0.47 170 2.96+0.27 297"
Christianity 3.70+0.46" 3.00+0.30" No 3.42+0.50 ) 2.86+0.22 )
Catholicism 350£0.50° 749 2.99£0.30° S5 Frequency of terminal care
Buddhism 3.39+0.40° a>c gt 2.90+0.20° ab> qt less than 5 3.52+0.46 2.90+0.25
None 33740447 ’ 284+0.19" | © 5~less than 10 357+0.52 046 2.95+0.27 !
Others 3.11+0.20° 2.87+0.21° 10~less than 15 3.41+0.53 ’ 2.93+0.33 0

‘Work experienceat hospital(yr) 15 or more 3.52+0.46 2.98+0.27
less than 5 3.58+0.53 2.90+0.26 Experience of terminal care education
5~less than 10 3.47+0.41 2.91+0.26 Yes 3.62+0.48 409™ 3.01+0.27 409
10~less than 15 3.43+0.48 1.73 2.95+0.27 0.73 No 3.39+0.43 o 2.87+0.24 ’
15~1ess than 20 3.52+0.42 2.96+0.29 Job satisfaction
20 or more 3.63+0.52 2.98+0.26 Very important 4.20+0.69" 3.28+0.26"

Work experience atgeriatic hospital Unimportant 361x043" | 12047 |297+027" | 803
2 3.55+0.47 2.92+0.23 Important 3.35+041° | e>bed |283+0.23° | e>b,cd
2~less than 4 354+052 293+0.29 Very important 33120567 | c>d’ [28620317] a>c'
4~less than 6 3.40+0.41 1.08 2.92+0.28 1.27 No response 3.92+0.86° 3.35+0.17°
6~less than 8 3.52+0.48 3.00£0.23 Satisfaction in life
8 or more 3.58+0.50 3.04+0.32 pleased 4.14+0.52° e | 3.1420.26°

++xP<0001 T~ scheffe test Averaged 3590.42° 2‘33?0 2.96:026 | 669

Unpleased 3.27+0.38° boe ?r 28720257 | b>dT
1), Very unpleased 364043 3.07:0.38

AET WHEH(R<001), FFTE(p< s
(p<OODIAM EAA o2 Felatgit. o1 9] 95, &4,
A, BdeRAY, wRlage 2Ry, s
2o o= Al 5549, 4R 1EAE, IF

xP<0.05, *#P<0.01, *xP<0001 T= scheffe test
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