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An Ethnographic Study on a Welfare Facility for Single Father Families

: Focusing on the Experiences of Single Fathers
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<Abstract>

The present study conducted ethnography of a welfare facility for single-father families. The participants were 13 sin-
gle-fathers living in a welfare facility. To explore life within the welfare facility, the qualitative research method of ethnography
was used with Spradley’s developmental research sequence (DRS). The major results of this study were as follows. The first
theme was ’finding a way to overcome the crisis: the facility is a lifeline.” For fathers, choosing to enter a facility meant endur-
ing a social stigma, but the decision was made with the hope of achieving successful parenting and economic independence
amidst pressing difficulties. The category of living in the facility was represented by the theme ’build the family: preparing for
independence through living in a welfare facility.” The fathers achieved psychological recovery through the decrease in parenting
stress, improvements in their economic situation brought by living in a facility, and used this time as the foundation to gain in-
dependence and build a stable life. The event of departure from the facility was seen as ‘incomplete preparation for departure’
by the single fathers. The fathers with infants or younger children admitted to being anxious about leaving the facility, which
involved the burden of raising the children on their own. There are practical and policy-related implications based on the re-
sults of this study.
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FANMEEAANL dg B37]EA] AT FAISoHA Y] AP FAORE
Table 1. The Adaptation Process of Single-Father Families in the Welfare Facility
Time Theme Clusters Sub theme
o 1) A complex state of mind (1) Bias about facilities
Entrance to L. Finding a way to about entering a facility (2) Expectations for successful parenting and economic independence

overcome the crisis:

the facility “the facility is lifeline”

2) The process of entering

a facility

1
2

Obtaining information on facility
Children’s consent

AAAA
— =

1) Adapting to communal
living

The rules of community life: It is uncomfortable, but a matter
of course

2. Uplifting the family:
preparing for
independence through
living in the facility

2) The beginning for a
stable life as a
single-father family

Life in the
facility

(1) Straightening out one’s life and regaining stability
(2) The start of independence: securing a stable job
(3) The need for systemic parenting services

(4) The facilities’” names have ambivalent meanings
(5) Beginning to have insights into their children

3) Facility life type based
on child development

Fathers of children during childhood: co-parenting informally

Leaving the 3. Incomplete preparation 1) State of mind about

(1) Anxiety about leaving the facility

L

facility for departure leaving (2) Insufficient length of facility time living in a facility
2 2HAY Bt AgE] ARels o= Q14 ol Aulas B3 sl € As JMANS HeA=
S glo] G A Mol U RS A 2m 9 & AULR Belstel BAHE BAMe) Aol Ya
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