Original Article

Fam. Environ. Res. ISSN 2288-3541(Print)
Vol.53, No.6, December 2015: 629-640 ISSN 2288-355X(0nline)
http://dx.doi.org/10.6115/fer.2015.050

fer

Family and
Environment

Research

Received: April 13, 2015
Revised: August 21, 2015
Accepted: August 21, 2015

This article is a part of Hyo Jin Wee's
master's thesis submitted in 2015. It
was presented as a poster session at
the 68th Conference of Korean Home
Economics Association in 2015.

Corresponding Author:

Ju Hee Park

Department of Child and Family
Studies, Yonsei University, 50 Yonsei-
ro, Seodaemun-gu, Seoul 03722, Korea
Tel: +82-2-2123-3147

Fax: +82-2-363-8877

E-mail: juheepark@yonsei.ac.kr

www.fer.or.kr

2590 291 k50 . 2} 250l S8 FA4 9]

Effect of Interparental Conflict on Overt Aggression in Upper Elementary School Students:

The Mediating Role of Parent-Child Conflict

Hyo Jin Wee - Ju Hee Park
Department of Child and Family Studies, Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea

Abstract

This study examined the effect of interparental conflict and parent-child conflict on overt aggression in upper
elementary school students and investigates if children’s father-child conflict or mother-child conflict mediated the
effect of interparental conflict on overt aggression. The participants of this study were 532 of fifth to sixth graders
from three elementary schools located in Seoul and Gyeong-gi province. Participants were asked to respond to a
written questionnaire to measure research variables of the Peer Conflict Scale, the Conflict Tactics Scales, and the
Conflict Behavior Questionnaire. Data were analyzed by descriptive statistics and hierarchical multiple regression.
Mediating effects were examined using analysis procedures of Baron and Kenny. The major findings were as
follows: first, the level of interparental conflict and parent-child conflict of both mothers and fathers in upper
elementary school students increased the level of overt aggression. Second, parent-child conflict of both mothers
and fathers in upper elementary school students partially mediated the relation between interparental conflict and
overt aggression. Higher levels of interparental conflict resulted in higher levels of parent-child conflict, and the

subsequently higher frequency of overt aggression in upper elementary school students.
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Table 1. Score Range, Means, and Standard Deviations of Variable (V=532)

Variable Score range M (5D)
QOvert aggression 20-80 23.68 (4.79)
Interparental conflict 11-44 14.00 (4.57)
Parent-child conflict ~ Father-child conflict 20-100 33.22(13.95)
Mother-child conflict 20-100 32.85(13.74)
www.fer.or.kr
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Table 2. Correlations between Overt Aggression, Gender, Grade, Interparental Conflict, Father-Child Conflict, and Mother-Child Conflict (V=532)

Variable 1 2 3 4 5 6
1. Overt aggression -
2. Grade 16" -
3. Gender 24 -01 -
4. Interparental conflict 24" 08 08 -
5. Father-child conflict 317 07 -0 43 -
6. Mother-child conflict 26 08 -03 36 51 -

‘p<.05, p<01.
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Table 3. Hierarchical Regression Analysis: Effects of Interparental Conflict,
Father-Child Conflict, and Mother-Child Conflict on Overt Aggression (V=532)

Overt aggression

Variable
Step 1 (B) Step 2 (B)

Gender -4 -23"
Grade 16" 12
Interparental conflict 13"
Father-child conflict A
Mother-child conflict a

R’ 08 19"
AR n”
F 2356 2419

‘p<.05, p<01, "p<001.
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Table 4. Mediating Effects of Father-Child Conflict on the Relationship between Interparental Conflict and Overt Aggression (V=532)
Path Independent variable Dependent variable B R F
a Interparental conflict Overt aggression 24 14" 2875
b Interparental conflict Father-child conflict 43" 207 4433"
c Father-child conflict Overt aggression 28" 16 3361
a Interparental conflict Overt aggression 15" 16 2857
Father-child conflict 22"

p<.01, p<.001
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att,

AR a S, U 2 AT shdE SAIRE o] Sl 9
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Mediator variable
Father-child conflict

. — 3
Independent variable a a N

Interparental conflict 24" 5 15"

Dependent variable
Overt aggression

Figure 1. Mediating effects of father-child conflict on the relationship between
interparental conflict and overt aggression. ‘p<01, p<001.

upeke R, AR o, %
=

2 b2, R 25 gt shde SAjsk w-ahy

b Aol nA]= FEFS A Aut 3lqjA]o] FAH O R -9
SFACHE=26.98, p<.001), HIit 7+ 2452 2R 7+ 2450
JFE vlA= MR Uehghom (B=.36, p<.001), 4, 3hd
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Table 5. Mediating Effects of Mother-Child Conflict on the Relationship between Interparental Conflict and Overt Aggression (V=532)

Path Independent variable Dependent variable B R F
a Interparental conflict Overt aggression 24" 14" 2875
b Interparental conflict Mother-child conflict 36 13" 2698"
c Mother-child conflict Overt aggression 24" 14" 2865
a' Interparental conflict Overt aggression .18 .16 26.59
Mother-child conflict
“p<01, " p<001.
FZE e H-AR (F 2R50) & BIRF 13%E sttt 2052 eyttt
=, 5L Aeo] s AR (F AsE v ol st =, AR aoA A 7F Z=5o] alefEA] eheke o, <fd
= A& ofufgict 2 FAgol gk i 7t Z-5-9] 3| HAIG(B=.24, p<.001)7}
AR o %, oA (F A5 AT Sha SIS oA EANOR folelor, AR aolH Sl 1 25
A0 mA|= FRkE A Ax, 3ol FAKCRE /o] I miziRae] H-xpy 1 45-S 9 FUEE ), dA] ¥
SFITHE=28.65, p<.001), H-A} 7T 252 LJd 4 g4 Aol gk Fut 7t Z-5-9] 3| HAIG(3=.18, p<.001)7} &4
P A HeR UEEem(B=24, p<.001), 9, 3hd,  AHo®m FoJel HaE A& SRl 4= Qlr, olef Z2 A=
—2hd 1F A5 A Ao T v 14%= ATEsiolct =2 7F Z-go] Kt 7 Z=gol 4] A F] g Adel nlA)=
%, B2 7 o] 284 QdA] 3AdS o] wWol Ho]  3RE FEA R wyiehs H ol Aolck(Figure 2).
L 3 ojoate} UpAJate R i 7 25o0) SlH 2ol A el 3t
_ N

Mediator variable
Mother-child conflict
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Figure 2. Mediating effects of mother-child conflict on the relationship between
interparental conflict and overt aggression. ~ p<.001.

Table 6. Sobel Tests

a (SEa) b (SEb) b4
Father-child conflict 73 (07) .10 (01) 721"
Mother-child conflict 60 (.07) 09 (01) 620"

a, unstandardized regression coefficient between interparental conflict and
father-child conflict (mother-child conflict); b, unstandardized regression

coefficient between father-child conflict (mother-child conflict) and overt

aggression; SEa, standard error of "a"; SEb, standard error of "b"

“p<.001.
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