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A Study on the Position and Role of Korean Medicine Doctors
Working at Long-Term Care Hospitals
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Abstract

Objective : The purpose of this study is to discuss the role and ways to improve the position and rights
of Korean Medicine Doctors (KMDs) working at long—term care hospitals (LTCHs) through survey analysis.
Method : (1) The legal and institutional position of KMDs is studied using current law and related papers.
(2) The online survey was conducted through KMD community websites, targeted at KMDs working at
LTCHs.

Results : (1) Whereas there is perceived added benefit for the eight specializations for a specialist of Western
medicine at LTCHs, in the case of a specialist of Korean Medicine, their value is not institutionally
recognized at all. (2) A Western inpatient’s medical fee is more than a Korean inpatient’s medical fee, and
the individual fee for the same medical treatment is also higher in Western hospitalization, So, Korean
medical hospitalization actually cannot be made. Because of that, Korean Medicine Doctors find it difficult
to be primary care physicians, (3) Musculoskeletal diseases and the aftereffects of cerebrovascular diseases
were the most common chief complaints addressed in Korean medical consultations,

Conclusion : This study shows that KMDs working at LTCHs have suffered many kinds of inequality. That
is because of the limited medical scope of the current medical system and real constraints from the gap
in Korean—Western medical fees by the National Health Insurance Corporation, Therefore, it is necessary

to eliminate these variations along with revising the statute with continuous research,
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