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Abstract

Purpose: This study aimed to identify on the attitudes toward the life support care among
elderly people using Q methodology. Methods: Thirty—nine elderly people classified 34 selected
Q statements into a shape of normal distribution using a 9 point scale. The obtained data were
analyzed by using a PQ Method PC program. Results: Principal component analysis identified 4
types of the attitudes toward the life support care among elderly people. Type I is “Situational
& Self-determination linear type”, type II is “Destiny & Life support care denied type”, type I
is “Avoidant & Family decision emphasis type” and type IV is “Respect for life & life support
care approved type”. Most of elderly people have been attitude that wish to receive honor their
own decisions toward the prolongation treatment. Conclusion: The findings indicate a need to

policy guidelines and public information that express self-determination of elderly people.
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