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Improved k—-means Color Quantization based on Octree

Hyun Jun Park *, Kwang Baek Kim **

Abstract

In this paper, we present an color quantization method by complementing the disadvantage of
K-means color quantization that is one of the well-known color quantization. We named the proposed
method “octree—-means” color quantization. K-means color quantization does not use all of the
clusters because it initializes the centroid of clusters with random value. The proposed method
complements this disadvantage by using the octree color quantization which is fast and uses the
distribution of colors in image. We compare the proposed method to six well-known color
quantization methods on ten test images to evaluate the performance. The experimental results show
68.29 percent of mean square error(MSE) and processing time increased by 14.34 percent compared
with K-means color quantization. Therefore, the proposed method improved the K-means color

quantization and perform an effective color quantization.
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[I. K-means Color Quantization
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Results of K-means Color Quantization

(a) Quantized Image
Fig. 1.
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[I. Octree Color Quantization
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(a) Quantized Image (b) Used Palette
Fig. 2. Results of Octree Color Quantization
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V. Octree—-means Color Quantization
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Fig. 3. Overall Process of Octree-means quantization
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V. Experiment and Analysis
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Fig. 4. Test Images

Table 1. Test Image Informations
Image Resolution Colors
Lenna 512%512 148,279
Airplane 512x512 77,041
Mandrill 512%512 230,427
Motocross 768%512 63,558
Peppers 512X512 183,525
Parrots 768%X512 72,079
Girl 768%512 44 576
Mona Lisa 1280%1920 125,240
House 1280x1024 363,724
Venus 1848%1173 396,799
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Table 2. MAE Comparison

Lenna
8 16 32 64 128 256
pPOP 41.52 36.60 21.97 16.11 12.67 11.89
MC 31.00 25.12 19.36 15.11 11.51 8.61
oCT 35.88 32.80 2334 1547 12.86 9.59
KM 39.40 26.45 21.86 20.88 1479 12.24
ART2 31.11 22.07 18.45 1242 10.27 8.51
SOM 2735 19.49 14.07 10.93 8.59 6.88
PM 27.82 22.02 15.56 11.22 9.21 742
8 16 32 64 128 256
POP 5937 2338 19.22 14.86 12.59 12.06
MC 2323 16.51 14.25 10.61 8.86 7.40
oCT 33.28 32.87 19.26 14.14 11.34 7.73
KM 27.97 15.53 13.92 12.86 9.92 8.82
ART2 29.66 2342 16.09 1048 7.54 6.15
SOM 21.22 13.24 9.41 7.27 5.81 4.65
PM 23.89 18.67 1142 8.37 6.96 5.81
Mandrill
8 16 32 64 128 256
POP 78.59 56.88 40.88 30.96 21.08 15.73
MC 69.26 64.60 58.96 46.17 33.81 21.57
ocT 55.25 51.28 38.98 27.16 21.96 1791
KM 4812 38.59 28.17 24.61 19.78 16.70
ART2 50.70 3732 29.17 24.82 20.00 16.30
SOM 45.32 34.22 25.91 20.40 16.43 13.16
PM 45.13 3547 27.25 20.93 17.63 13.94
Motocross
8 16 32 64 128 256
POP 56.45 53.23 33.18 19.30 15.92 13.20
MC 3777 30.89 26.34 20.23 16.50 1243
oCT 62.49 3597 31.80 2341 16.84 13.52
KM 35.27 29.87 2423 18.22 16.00 1312
ART2 47.04 31.64 23.66 19.23 14.35 1.7
SOM 33.40 25.50 18.11 13.31 10.23 7.89
PM 35.67 24.95 20.59 15.66 1218 10.17
Peppers
8 16 32 64 128 256
POP 64.67 42.81 3532 21.36 15.99 13.27
MC 42.38 3259 26.07 21.05 1741 13.57
OoCT 48.87 38.11 32,55 22.80 17.65 15.12
KM 57.98 27.97 27.76 20.26 16.67 13.45
ART2 44.36 3044 23.07 18.94 14.46 12.16
SOM 35.49 26.40 19.85 15.01 11.62 9.23
PM 40.54 29.46 22.58 17.44 13.38 11.09
Parrots
8 16 32 64 128 256
POP 101.62 73.54 58.84 22.54 16.48 13.59
MC 64.83 52.10 36.86 25.12 17.78 12.80
oCT 53.85 38.23 28.58 20.25 16.30 12.59
KM 44.82 34.88 26.99 19.12 17.39 13.77
ART2 43.76 3532 25.88 1832 1418 11.34
SOM 4244 28.33 20.78 15.03 1149 8.74
PM 42.26 27.90 21.57 15.78 1227 945
Girl
8 16 32 64 128 256
POP 45.86 40.24 2337 19.10 15.73 14.47
MC 40.80 28.59 21.08 15.63 12.61 9.76
oCT 52.96 36.49 29.01 25.26 14.07 12.38
KM 43.25 26.91 21.69 18.13 14.36 10.95
ART2 37.60 3032 2093 14.54 11.52 847
SOM 30.13 20.03 14.56 11.04 8.27 6.06
PM 33.21 23.24 19.33 14.96 9.89 8.61
Mona Lisa
8 16 32 64 128 256
POP 40.43 28.05 2041 14.21 12.88 12.46
MC 25.15 20.32 16.09 1247 9.35 744
oCcT 29.72 2476 16.30 1337 10.35 8.87
KM 39.05 27.14 16.71 16.40 1477 10.98
ART2 29.16 21.79 16.26 12.31 9.45 7.57
SOM 25.85 17.55 1347 9.68 7.30 5.57
PM 21.70 17.19 11.75 10.07 7.64 6.62
House
8 16 32 64 128 256
POP 62.60 52.16 39.11 29.68 21.54 15.75
MC 63.62 54.86 39.59 27.52 20.19 15.88
oCT 5144 43.25 40.95 25.90 2476 17.60
KM 40.56 31.99 26.57 23.21 1840 16.30
ART2 44.08 3344 29.29 23.60 18.80 15.30
SOM 47.25 3353 23.57 18.63 14.75 11.81
PM 41.82 31.26 24.67 19.36 17.38 13.21
Venus
8 16 32 64 128 256
POP 109.61 46.52 3295 23.75 17.32 13.84
MC 41.84 35.70 3333 2745 20.26 15.12
OoCT 68.62 56.30 34.88 31.97 2293 17.78
KM 43.86 31.92 26.49 20.91 17.73 1478
ART2 44.56 3742 31.17 22.28 17.94 13.66
SOM 42.50 30.23 21.85 16.87 1343 10.70
PM 41.12 3233 21.76 19.34 15.10 12.07




Improved k-means Color Quantization based on Octree 13
Table 3. MSE Comparison Table 4. Processing Time Comparison
Lenna Lenna
8 16 32 64 128 256 8 16 32 64 128 256
POP 1296.19  1144.61 336.14 175.10 79.80 64.79 POP 2 2 2 2 3 3
MC 577.78 41240  264.53 163.62 94.84 46.98 MC 2 2 2 2 4 3
ocT 692.64 580.59 273.48 126.13 85.35 4747 ocT 6 7 7 8 9 9
KM 828.71 362.88 249.16 22179 117.76 82.06 KM 40 52 81 129 186 366
ART2 51697  257.92 182.95 82.89 55.98 37.84 ART2 41 39 44 81 290 599
SOM 40056  210.82 110.18 67.62 4244 27.86 SOM 81 101 126 296 308 488
PM 413.14 253.54 131.90 69.13 46.64 31.01 PM 45 58 86 138 244 447
Airplane Airplane
8 16 32 64 128 256 8 16 32 64 128 256
POP 4237.79 593.56 382.18 17413 85.90 67.51 POP 2 2 2 2 3 3
MC 57646  366.40 314.49 164.68 125.32 52.01 MC 2 2 2 2 2 2
ocT 605.99 592.13 228.21 120.79 66.67 36.30 oCT 6 6 8 9 8 9
KM 441.76 155.96 118.45 9197 61.03 47.23 KM 40 54 85 123 248 221
ART2 482.78 281.87 140.89 64.44 35.09 23.16 ART2 30 36 47 78 292 559
SOM 285.62 138.83 69.77 4353 28.00 19.45 SOM 84 92 137 176 354 474
PM 331.28  191.21 95.46 50.68 3239 23.01 PM 46 59 89 142 286 475
Mandirill Mandirill
8 16 32 64 128 256 8 16 32 64 128 256
POP 387891 223348 120056  739.96  305.65 151.73 POP 2 3 4 3 3 6
MC 330892 3054.12 2614.88 1619.92 80149  347.21 MC 2 2 2 2 3 3
oCT 154471 1358.61 841.17 379.07 245.60 153.71 OoCT 5 6 6 7 7 9
KM 1216.97 819.05 418.58 325.25 206.02 145.18 KM 45 57 85 138 229 428
ART2 1339.07 733.36 436.95 319.55 206.31 135.44 ART2 52 87 163 302 701 1386
SOM 109294  626.21 356.61 222.21 144.68 92.96 SOM 90 120 144 218 471 619
PM 1079.15  657.72 39197 23024  163.23 100.77 PM 56 63 92 139 265 498
Motocross Motocross
8 16 32 64 128 256 8 16 32 64 128 256
POP 3339.25 322545 1278.74 33435 213.68 97.04 POP 3 3 3 4 4 13
MC 1084.26 753.17 598.26 44291 332,50 206.62 MC 3 4 3 4 3 4
oCT 1993.32 811.87  614.18 305.38 159.43 96.06 ocT 8 9 52 1 1 12
KM 723.85 524.25 311.68 183.85 138.62 92.69 KM 68 86 125 202 472 636
ART2 1117.24 523.50 294.68 197.34 109.13 73.04 ART2 81 120 217 476 798 1642
SOM 698.04 377.23 194.82 113.73 69.29 41.63 SOM 133 157 207 393 460 772
PM 739.63 362.73  232.87 137.28 81.78 57.00 PM 70 97 139 232 366 688
Peppers Peppers
8 16 32 64 128 256 8 16 32 64 128 256
POP 2987.70  1649.58 1313.85 35438 21413 127.15 POP 2 3 2 2 3 10
MC 1086.20 681.43 47113 346.79 259.67 179.34 MC 2 2 2 2 3 2
oCT 1300.75 835.20 59593  281.11 166.32 116.63 OoCT 5 9 9 7 8 7
KM 221736 43889  439.08  227.10 151.93 98.55 KM 39 53 84 127 200 373
ART2 1099.53 523.09  291.81 197.90 11317 7737 ART2 48 74 125 243 497 1015
SOM 734.20 410.99 225.10 128.16 77.81 50.55 SOM 85 102 136 208 490 539
PM 943.72 512.68 289.89 165.92 97.82 66.52 PM 48 62 92 154 260 437
Parrots Parrots
8 16 32 64 128 256 8 16 32 64 128 256
POP 8796.12  5976.08 4102.21 362.58 179.50 104.06 POP 3 3 5 9 5 5
MC 273322 171626 999.73 50856  274.37 142.87 MC 3 5 3 4 4 8
ocT 1479.23 915.61 469.85 244.62 144.71 85.41 oCT 9 10 9 10 11 13
KM 1103.53 73843 39679  203.05 166.87 103.99 KM 62 82 194 219 334 608
ART2 1085.78  657.27 353.44 179.73 105.81 68.03 ART2 63 91 157 294 481 957
SOM 1027.18 45262  249.65 135.90 78.04 47.46 SOM 140 156 204 365 473 803
PM 990.29 470.65 255.15 144.78 84.65 50.51 PM 72 90 142 237 362 646
Girl Girl
8 16 32 64 128 256 8 16 32 64 128 256
POP 1660.82 1415.03  428.17 28447 14845 109.36 POP 3 3 6 3 4 6
mMC 1261.27 66546 39857 23394 164.81 86.25 MC 3 4 3 3 4 4
ocT 1431.67 72127 450.41 362.15 112.03 85.28 oCT 8 12 9 12 10 12
KM 1026.00 388.33 264.22 182.73 115.32 70.71 KM 61 77 118 190 430 610
ART2 728.70 487.37 238.97 116.28 74.21 40.32 ART2 a7 114 197 400 505 975
SOM 57530  250.76 139.33 79.68 47.27 26.17 SOM 129 207 190 271 427 721
PM 599.41 33193  223.35 126.77 58.22 43.46 PM 69 86 128 204 345 667
Mona Lisa Mona Lisa
8 16 32 64 128 256 8 16 32 64 128 256
POP 1330.14  658.69 320.20 103.38 76.45 69.04 POP 19 19 22 20 22 20
MC 496.45 33087  211.67 131.15 60.33 33.20 MC 20 19 19 20 19 21
ocT 536.28  340.30 155.47 97.35 61.00 43.26 ocT 56 57 71 64 71 75
KM 95349 442.66 167.86 151.11 120.42 68.90 KM 352 644 720 1311 1142 2005
ART2 523.11 275.68 147.80 83.95 48.88 30.16 ART2 264 303 448 688 1383 5992
SOM 48299  204.07 123.51 59.71 34.00 20.33 SOM 729 854 1158 1714 2712 4462
PM 291.84  167.50 84.26 57.98 34.27 24.98 PM 446 552 806 1255 2236 4211
House House
8 16 32 64 128 256 8 16 32 64 128 256
POP 2758.12 204443  1305.08 844.53 399.13 175.60 POP 10 11 " 12 12 13
MC 240695 2003.09 1307.81 674.61 338.84 211.01 MC 11 11 " 13 11 12
ocT 145121 105883  958.51 370.73 339.29 151.88 ocT 29 33 31 34 33 40
KM 971.78 577.57 396.73 301.62 188.99 144.72 KM 215 284 411 643 1161 2100
ART2 113780  619.95  480.99 306.32 189.67 121.59 ART2 390 598 861 1930 3713 7657
SOM 1162.79 604.82 324.07 203.35 127.86 81.74 SOM 424 786 745 1248 1764 2852
PM 962.11 552.72  350.32  221.95 177.84 95.53 PM 225 314 440 705 1258 2346
Venus Venus
8 16 32 64 128 256 8 16 32 64 128 256
POP 7759.77  1591.56 899.69 450.81 208.93 11043 POP 18 17 34 20 18 19
MC 1107.58 884.40 805.73 57791 303.01 179.18 MC 18 17 22 17 18 18
OoCT 229020 1609.28 60030  497.89  286.17 150.57 OoCT 43 46 61 52 56 57
KM 967.32 53675 37434  240.09 17013 120.53 KM 345 586 658 1173 1826 3357
ART2 98740  691.02  499.02  261.68 165.98 99.83 ART2 606 701 1385 3023 6325 13604
SOM 1067.00 575.79 286.36 172.62 107.30 68.17 SOM 702 845 1158 1662 2598 4393
PM 874.61 533.46 275.02 201.40 132.80 79.03 PM 382 619 724 1141 1997 3559
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VI. Conclusions
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