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Sports English Education as English for Specific Purposes(ESP)
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Abstract

The present study aims to investigate perceptions of university students who are majoring in
sports related fields about the introduction of Sports English education. For this purpose, a total
of 133 students were surveyed according to a questionnaire asking about their English skills,
opinions and attitudes with regard to English study and Sports English class. The main results
obtained from this study are as follows: most students’ interest in English is relatively low.
Hence, students need to be encouraged to have an interest in English taught with special
teaching methods; most students do not have confidence in their English; majority of students
answered that English study is needed for students of sports. The biggest motivation for the
sport students to learn English was ‘better communication skills,” followed by ‘sports exchange
opportunities’, ‘sports diplomacy and international sports events’; majority of students answered
that Sports English class which focuses on sports is necessary in terms of their career after
graduation. The finding from this study serves as a foundation in developing an ESP program
for sports majors.
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