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ABSTRACT

An Empirical Analysis on International Competitiveness
of Korean Export Products against MINTSs based on

Technological Level

Jae-Hee Shim*

The purpose of this study is to empirically analyze the status and the trends in the international
competitiveness of Korean export products against MINTs. For the study, the data were collected from
the trade statistics for the period 2009-2012 produced by KITA and UN comtrade, and trade specialization
index and market comparative advantage index were selected as index analysis methods.

The findings from this study are as follows: First, Korea maintains a continuous increase of trade
volume and trade balance in trade with MINTS, and exports finished goods, auto parts, etc. to MINTS,
whlie mainly imports primary products such as energy fuels from MINTs. Second, Korea remains
competitive in both product groups and individual products over MINTs. Third, even though Korean
exports obtain a high competitiveness against MINTS, its competitiveness shows the differences by country.

Several implications of this study are as follows: First, we need to take full advantage of energy
resource-rich MINTSs in securing stable energy fuels. Second, we should prepare response plans for the
economic conditions which can have a negative impact on trade with MINTs, Third, we need to build
strategies for maintaining the competitiveness of Korean exports over MINTs. Fourth, The differentiated
export strategies should be established by country by considering differences in Korean exports’
competitiveness which exist among the four countries of MINTSs. Fifth, we need to prepare for such a

situation which MINTSs attempt to expand its influence by forming a collective economic cooperation.

Key Words : Technological Level, Export Products, MINTSs, International Competitiveness

* Professor, Department of International Trade, Chosun University



