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ABSTRACT

Responsibility allocation with awareness of parties on

dangerous goods in maritime transport

Yang-Kee Lee* - Ji-Ho Choi** - Hak-Sung Shin***

The number of dangerous goods are increasing in maritime transport. As a result, a number of
nations and international organizations are establishing or amending the rules of dangerous goods.
There is necessarily the transport of dangerous goods like fuel and the importance of the
definition and scope of the goods is increased. In addition, the responsibility between the parties
is different with the notification of the goods and its awareness of transporters. In particular,
responsible clauses of the transport rule show antithetical concepts between the scope of immunity
and the responsibility of a shipper concerned with wether transporters aware.

This research performs two works. First, this research analyzes the definitions and scope of
dangerous goods through prior research. Second, this research suggests the necessary of united
interpretation of the articles through a comparative analysis on judical decisions concerned with
awareness of transporters to dangerous goods. Dangerous goods have a distinctive feature and that
is why responsibility and immunity between parties should be differently interpreted with general
rules. Parties have duty concerned with faults on general goods and the scope of duty between
parties can be specifically made. However, if there is no specific articles concerned with
responsibility between parties to dangerous goods, they could confuse the responsibility on duties
concerned with risk. Therefore, this research suggests solutions and necessary of the united criteria

for the articles to dangerous goods through analyzing precedent cases.

Key Words : Dangerous goods, Awareness, Notice, between of parties disclaimer, Hague-Visby
Rules, IMDG Code
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