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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine how the father involvement suggested in the Home Economics
textbook through the development of gender—equal society and provide the basic data for the development of a
standard for the father involvement in the viewpoint of gender equality, For this, the father involvement depicted
in the main text, photos, and illustrations included in the Home Economics textbooks were examined,

A total of 34 Home Economics textbooks written based on the curricula from the 1st Curriculum up to the 2007
Revised Curriculum were analyzed centering on the contents and the quantity of the text, supplementary
materials, photos, and illustrations,

The following are the results of the analysis. First, the Home Economics textbooks based on the 1st to 3rd
Curriculua only described the traditional father involvement, and photos and illustrations did not specifically
describe the role of the father, Second, the Home Economics textbooks based on the 4th to 5th Curricula began to
show changes such as the image of the father sharing household responsibilities, Third, the Home Economics
textbooks based on the 6th Curriculum suggested more active involvement of the father such as sharing the equal
responsibility for the upbringing of children and sharing responsibilities for child care and housework, Fourth, the
Home Economics textbooks based on the 7th Curricula up to the Revised Curriculum of 2007 emphasized the

father’s involvement of upbringing children, Especially, a variety of contents including the domestic responsibilities
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of the father, the correction of the ‘work—first” attitude, and gender equality related contents were suggested to

promote gender—equal society further, Said results show that the contents related with gender equality and the

descriptions about the father role in the viewpoint of gender equality are steadily increasing in Home Economics

textbooks, However, there were still problems such as the gender—role division regarding the involvement of the

father in the family and temporary responses to social demands, Open debates between the experts in the

education of Home Economics and experts in family life may be required in order to improve said problems,

Key words: JAESAS|(Gender—equal society), ©PHA| g8HFather involvement), 7F¥x} #ybA(Home economics

textbook), 7F43} w834 (Home economics curriculum)
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Table 1. Korean Laws and Systems Related with Father Involvement and Gender Equality
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Father Involvement Analysis Standards

: Descriptions about the responsibilities for the upbringing of children
. Descriptions about using parental leave system
. Descriptions about household responsibilities

Qmmg O w >

: Descriptions about the correction of the “work-first” attitude

. Descriptions that intensify the legal basis for gender equality

: Descriptions about the education that promote gender equality

: Descriptions for the elimination of the sense of gender-role division
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Figure 1. Number of Appearances of Father in Photos and lllustrations of Home Economics Textbooks
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Figure 2. Appearances of Father in Photos and lllustrations of Home Economics Textbooks in 1st~3rd National

Educational Curriculum
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Figure 3. Appearances of Father in Photos and lllustrations of Home Economics Textbooks in 4th~5th National
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Figure 4. Appearances of Father in Photos and lllustrations of Home Economics Textbooks in 6th National Educational
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Figure 5. Appearances of Father in Photos and lllustrations of Home Economics Textbooks in 7th~the 2007 Revised

National Educational Curriculum
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