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Development of Revised Korean Version of ICF

Haejung Lee, Jumin Song

Department of Physical Therapy, Silla University

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to translate and culturally adapt the International Classification of Functioning, Disability
and Health (ICF) into the Korean language.

Methods: The process of translation and adaptation of the ICF used here followed the translation guidelines of WHO.
Implementation of this procedure comprised of four steps; forward translation, expert panel back-translation, pre-testing and
cognitive interviewing, and final adaptation. The translators included health professionals with knowledge of ICF and non-health
professionals blinded to the ICF. Clinical academics with significant experience in the use of disability survey, medical doctors,
special educators, related policy makers, clinicians, architecture professionals, and international experts in ICF were invited to
integrate all versions of the ICF for testing; 151 clinicians volunteered from 19 medical institutes across the country. Four different
core-sets and a questionnaire were used for testing its practical usability and adaptation.

Results: All translations were reviewed and a consensus was reached on any discrepancy from the earlier versions. Over 90% of
the newly translated version of K-ICF was found to be different from the 2004 K-ICF version in the ICF language. Understanding
of K-ICF language was responded difficult and very difficult by 50% of participants, whereas its practical use was responded 'useful'
by more than 50% of subjects.

Conclusion: It can be suggested that the new version of K-ICF should be widely used for final adaptation in the field of areas.
Future studies will be required for implementation of K-ICF.
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Table 1. Examples of Back-translation work
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Table 2. Expert opinions to develop a pre-final version
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Table 3. Comparing the results of the revised version with K-ICF 2004 version
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