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A Case Study on Fathers” School Involvement

Through the Use of Focus Group Interviews
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Research Institute of Human Ecology, Seoul National University

<Abstract>

Parents are one of the principal agents of education along with students and teachers. The father, who is also a member
of the educational community, plays a role in and has responsibility for his children’s education. But, in Korea, as mothers
are largely responsible for the children’s care and education, fathers” school involvement has not been treated as a research
subject. However, changes in family structure and function have challenged the notion of the father’s traditional role. Recently,
the father who participates actively in the rearing and education of his child has emerged as a new trend of the father model.
It has been proven through many studies that the father’s involvement has unique positive effects on his children, a
phenomenon known as the “father effect.” This research investigates the father’s school involvement through focus group
interviews with fathers. The results showed that the father’s school participation rate was not high, while the father’s desire
for school participation was very high. These results are explained by the situation of fathers having no time or pathway
to participate in their children’s school. In order to enable fathers’ participation, leave for school participation needs to be
implemented and the development of fathers’ activities is necessary. A father education program is needed to bring about
changes resulting in fathers’ greater participation in their children’s education. This study suggests policy implications for

supporting fathers” school involvement.
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Table 1. Interview Subjects and Questions
subjects interview questions
involvement motive What caused you to involve in your children’s school activities?
involvement experience How much do you participate in your children’s school activities?
What is the area of school education activities that you participate in?
involvement activities What is the reason that you not to participate your children’s school activities?
What is the area of school activities that is suitable for fathers to participate in?
father effects Was there any change in your family after you participated in school?
What is the change after you participated in school?
fathers” PTA Is there a PTA for fathers in your child’s school?
How do you think it is needed to have a PTA for fathers.
involvement obstacles What are obstacles to activate father’s school involvement?

What do you think is needed to activate father’school involvement?

Table 2. Characteristics of Interview Participants and Interview Time

Date age occupation resident area children
A 3 . CEO of Seoul 12 years old daughter
publishing company 9 years old son
2013. 12.11.
14:00-16:00 14 years old son
B 4 CEO O,f Daegu 12 years old daughter
corporation
5 years old daughter
manager of 20 years old son
¢ 32 communications business company Goyang 18 years old daughter
2013.12.12. . I
14:00-16:00 D 48 director of research institute Seoul 18 years old daughter
CEO of 13 years old son
E “ IT company Seoul 9 years old daughter
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