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Relevant Research on Effective Reuse Scheme of China’s Rural Idle Schools

- Taking Perfecting Rural Public Facilities as an Example -

2 -~ 0| & =»x
Mou, Biao, Lee, Jong—-Kuk

Abstract

Under the influence of birth control and rapid urbanization, China’s rural school-age population is on a
year—-by-year decrease, which has led approximately 300 thousand middle and primary schools to
idleness ever since 2000. A majority of these idle schools are located in rural areas, almost one half
remaining idle due to vagueness in property right. The disposed schools are less efficient for not being
combined with the real situation of rural areas. Based on the opportunity of coordinative development of
urban-rural areas, this paper analyzes the situationsin terms of the development of public service
facilities and the gap between rural and urban areas over the recent years. Then the effective and
sustainable reuse scheme to dispose of the idle schools and reshape them into the facilities for the
elders, cultural facilities and medical facilities is proposed from the perspectives of perfecting rural public
service facilities and guaranteeing citizens’ equal share of public service, which both maintains the public
nature of the idle schools, reconciles the fuzzy property right, and boosts efficiency of reuse, saves

resources, and reduces investment for perfecting rural public facilities.
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