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The Professionalization of American Dental Hygienist

Hyeong-Mi Kim, Soon-Ryun Lim and Hyun-Sook Bae'

Department of Dental Hygiene, Namseoul University, Cheonan 331-707, Korea

In 2013, dental hygienist is in its 100th year, As Dr, Fones opened two year dental hygiene training program at Bridgeport Junior College in 1913,
‘Dental Hygienist', the profession that specializes in oral disease prevention and health science, was first used, Since 'Dental Hygienist' was first
introduced in the States, looking back through the America's development of dental hygienist would be the basis of checking development process
of the international dental hygiene system and comparing the system of each country. This study focused on the contemplation of how America's
dental hygienist became professional through 'development of dental hygienist', 'development of dental hygiene education system', 'development
of dental hygienist's license and related qualification system', ‘Dental hygienist laws and ethics', and 'dental hygienists' role and scope', America's
dental hygienist has requirements to become professional and also dental hygienist is socially recognized as professional, Therefore, the purpose
of this study is to investigate the process of American dental hygienist professionalization, Thus, references and literature were gathered and
analyzed,
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Table 1. Contents about Accreditation Standards for Dental Hygiene Education Programs (Commission on Dental Accreditation)

No Categorization Standards No. Standards
1 Institutional effectiveness 1-1 Planning and assessment
1-2~4 Financial support
1-5~6 Institutional accreditation
1-7 Community resources
2 Educational program 2-1~2 Instruction
2-3~5 Admissions
2-6~15 Curriculum
2-16~25 Patient care competencies
2-26 Curriculum management plan
3 Administration, faculty and staff 3-2~4 Program administrator
3-5~10 Faculty
3-11~12 Support staff
4 Educational support services 4-1 Facilities
4-1 Clinical facilities
4-2 Radiography facilities
4-3 Laboratory facilities
4-4 Extended campus facilities
4-5 Classroom space
4-6 Office space
4-7 Learning resources
4-8 Student services
5 Health and safety provisions 5-1~2 Infectious disease/radiation management
5-3 Emergency management
6 Patient care services 6-1~6 Patient care services
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Table 2. Standards for Clinical Dental Hygiene Practice

Standards No. Categorization

Standards

1 Assessment . Patient history

. Risk assessment
2 Dental hygiene diagnosis

3 Planning

W= W= WN =

[T N

and prognosis

4 Implementation

W N =

learning style

. Perform a comprehensive clinical evaluation

Analyze and interpret all assessment data

Determine patient needs

. Incorporate the dental hygiene diagnosis into the overall dental treatment plan

. Identify, prioritize and sequence dental hygiene interpretation

. Coordinate resources to facilitate comprehensive quality care

. Collaborate with the dentist and other health/dental care provider and community-based
oral health programs

. Present and document dental hygiene care plan to patient

. Explain treatment rationale, risks, benefits, anticipated outcomes, treatment alternatives,

. Obtain and document informed consent and/or informed refusal

. Review and implement the dental hygiene care plan with the patient/caregiver

. Modify the plan as necessary and obtain consent

. Communication with patient/caregiver appropriate for age, language, culture, and

4. Confirm the plan for continuing care

—_

5 Evaluation

. Use measurable assessment criteria to evaluate the outcomes of dental hygiene care

2. Communicate to the patient, dentist, and other heath/dental care providers the outcome

of dental hygiene care

3. Collaborate to determine the need for additional diagnostics, treatment, referral,
education and continuing care based on treatment outcomes and self-care providers

6 Documentation

SN =

. Documents all components of the dental hygiene process of care

. Objectively records all information and interactions between the patient and the practice
. Records legible, concise, and accurate information

. Recognize ethical and legal responsibilities of record keeping including guidelines

outlined in state regulations and statutes

W

. Ensure compliance with the federal heal information portability and accountability acts

6. Respects and protects the confidentiality of patient information
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Prophylaxis 30 11 10 0
X-rays 36 6 9 0
Local anesthesia 3 2 34 12
Topical anesthesia 33 6 10 2
Fluoride 30 10 11 0
Pit/fissure sealants 28 9 14 0
Root planning 32 6 12 1
Soft tissue curettage 21 1 10 19
N20 administration 3 0 24 24
Study cast impressions 26 6 15 4
Place perio dressings 19 5 16 11
Remove perio dressings 23 7 18 3
Place sutures 4 0 4 43
Remove sutures 24 6 16 5
Apply cavity-liners & bases 6 2 8 35
Place temporary restorations 14 4 14 19
Remove temporary restorations 10 1 11 29
Place amalgam restorations 5 0 9 37
Carve amalgam restorations 2 0 10 39
Finish amalgam restorations 3 0 8 40
Polish amalgam restorations 21 6 15 9
Place & finish composite resin silicate restoration 1 0 8 42
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