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Labor Politics under the Kim Young-Sam Regime:
from Conflictual Pluralism to Social Partnership
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Abstract : This paper attempts to analyze labor politics under the Kim Young-Sam regime. The labor poli-
tics transformed from conflictual pluralism to social partnership. The transition was triggered by the TMF
economic crisis,’ and the transitional direction was determined by the character of political regime and
the pattern of social coalitions. These findings imply that the transitional direction of labor politics is not
determined by an economic crisis or international pressure, but by the relational dynamics of social coali-

tions forcing social actors to new perception and strategic choice.

Key Words : Kim Young-Sam regime, labor politics, conflictual pluralism, social partnership
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