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Objectives : The purpose of this study is to investigate the attitude toward English learning
in the dental hygiene students,

Methods : A self-reported questionnaire was filled out by the 498 dental hygiene students
in Seoul, Gyeonggi, Gangwon and Chungcheong Province, The questionnaire consisted of motive
of English learning, confidence and interest. Data were analyzed by SPSS 19.0 program,
Results : Approximately 85 percent of the students had strong motivation for English learning,
Test-based English learning generally discouraged the students(61,8%). The students found that
listening and speaking was the best way of learning English(44.6%). Most of the students were
very interested in English but the cramming method of learning made them tired(p(0.05).
Conclusions : Self-directed learning is the best way of learning English to the students. The
curriculum should consist of actual listening and speaking practices instead of test-based study.
Key Words : learning method, knowledge, dental hygiene, English learning
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Table 1. General characteristics of the subjects

(N=498)
Characteristics N(%)
Gender Male 12(2.4)
Female 486(97.6)
Age Under 19 years 115(23.1)
20—21 years 201(40.9)
Over 22 years 182(36.6)
Grade 1 grade 137(27.6)
2 grade 93(18.6)
3 grade 108(21.7)
4 grade 116(23.3)
Intensive major course 44(8.9)
Education Colleage 305(61.2)
University 193(38.8)
High school Academic high school 435(87.3)
Vocational high school 50(10.0)
Special —purpose
high school 13(2.6)
Area Seoul 76(15.3)
Gyeonggi—do 152(30.5)
Gangwon—do 109(21.9)
ChungCheong—do 161(32.3)
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Table 2, Personal attitude to English learning
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Unit:N(%)(N=498)

Neither
1. Motivation for learning english Disagree agree nor Agree
disagree
Lack of necessity of learning English 378(76.1) 75(15.1) 44(8.9)
Strong relation with a well—paid job 18(3.6) 56(11.2) 424(85.1)
Cultural exchange with foreigners 36(7.2) 145(29.1) 317(63.7)
Study—abroad and emigration 93(18.7) 148(29.7) 257(51.6)
2. Confidence and interest in learning english
Lack of confidence in english despite studying hard 131(26.3) 158(31.7) 209(42.0)
Lack of confidence in listening and speaking English 129(25.9) 142(28.5) 227(45.6)
Desire to speak fluent English as native speakers 23(4.6) 67(13.5) 408(81.9)
Classes are teach in English are more interested 232(46.6) 170(34.1) 96(19.9)
3. Educator’s tendency
Discguraged learning motivation due to educator's interference and 987(57 6) 164(32,9) 4709.4)
reprimand
Q and A session that creates anxiety among students 187(37.6) 185(37.1) 196(25.9)
Inspiring educator who creates comfortable and interesting atmosphere 89(17.9) 260(52.2) 149(29.9)
Inspiring educator who teaches efficient learning methods 150(30.1) 260(52.2) 88(17.7)
Table 3, Teaching method Unit:N(%)(N=498)
, Neither
1. Educator s teaching methods Disagree agree nor Agree
disagree
One—way teaching 74(14.9) 181(36.3) 243(48.8)
Too fast progress regardless of students level 120(24.1) 210(42.2) 168(33.7)
Lack of teaching materials 74(14.9) 199(40.0) 225(45.2)
Textbook—oriented teaching 70(14.1) 173(34.7) 255(51,2)
2. The level of difficulty in teaching materials and learning interest
Too many difficult words phrases in a textbook 130(26.1) 231(46.4) 137(27.5)
Too boring contents in a textbook 85(17.1) 223(44.8) 190(38.2)
Too many contents in a textbook 154(30.9) 245(49.2) 99(19.9)
A textbook with audio—lingual method 55(11,0) 221(44.4) 222(44.6)
3. Learning environmental factors
Less class hours per a semester 130(26.1) 239(48.0) 129(25.9)
Lack of English learning methods and facilities 48(9.7) 168(33.9) 281(56.5)
Narrow domain of teaching methods 44(8.9) 169(34.1) 283(57.1)
Too many students in a class 100(20.1) 189(38.0) 208(41.9)
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Table 4. According to the characteristics of personal attitude in English study Unit:Mean*SD
Classification Motive p—value Interest p—value Attitude p—value

GenderJr ‘
Male(n=12) 3.60+0.63 0,068 3.02+0.65 0,046 2.91+0.32 0.396
Female(n=486) 3.34+0.48 3.35+0.56 2.80+043
Age'
<19(n=115) 3.3940.45 0,344 3.32+0.56 0.805 2.8040.36 0.221
20-21(n=201) 3.34+0,51 3.33+0,58 2.7740.43
22<(n=182) 3.31+0.48 3.36+0.56 2.85+0.46
Grade® ‘ ‘ '
1 grade(n=137) 3.34+0,50" 0,006 3.3040,55" 0,002 2.80+0,36" 0,008
2 grade(n=93) 3.38+0,46™ 3.36+0,59" 2.7940,45"
3 grade(n=107) 3.32+0,48" 3.29+0,55" 2.7740.45
4 grade(n=116) 3.25+0.47" 3.30+0,56" 2.78+0,40°
Intensive major course  3.57+0,54" 3.67+0,55" 3.03+0,53"
(n=44)
EductionT
Colleage(n=258) 3.34+0.48 0.388 3.32+0,58 0.623 2.81+0.43 0,107
University(n=193) 3.30+0.49 3.29+0.53 2.75+0.33
High school
Academic high school — 3.33+0.48 0.667 3.34+0,57 0.740 2.79+0,42 0.215
(n=435)
Vocational high school  3,40+0.55 3.39+0,52 2.90+0.52
(n=50)
Special-purpose  high  3.36+0.41 3.26+0.62 2.88+0.33
school(n=13)
Area’ . ,
Seoul(n=76) 3.3340.45 0.856 3.49+0,59° 0,020 2.83+0.48 0.012°
Gyeonggi—do(n=151) 3.36+0.53 3.38+0,55% 2.7740.45
Chungcheong—do  3.32+0.48 3.31+0,55" 2.75+0.37
(n=161)
Gangwon—do(n=109) 3.36+0,46 3.24+0,59" 2.92+0.41

TIndependent t—test, *one—way ANOVA, Scheffe post—hoc test, i p<O 05
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Table 5. According to the characteristics of environmental factor in English study

045

Unit:Mean=®SD

e s Teaching _ _ . _
Classification method p—value Text book p—value Environment p—value

Gender’

Male(n=12) 3.16+0.54 0.417 3.06+0,70 0.574 3.92+0,57 0.629

Female(n=486) 3.33+0.71 3.15+0.56 3.40+1.27

Age'

<19(n=115) 3.12+0,70° 0,001 3.00+0,56" 0,004 3.19+0,64° 0,001"

20~21(n=201) 3.37+0,71° 3.18+0.58" 3.27+0.66"

22<(n=182) 3.41+0.68" 3.2140,54 3.06+1.88

Grradedr

1 grade(n=137) 3.0640,73° 0.000 2.9440,58" 0.000 3.1340,65" 0,005

2 grade(n=93) 3.3940.69" 3.2740.58" 3.98+0.68™

3 grade(n=107) 3.53+0,64° 3.30+0,50" 3.60+2, 42"

4 grade(n=116) 3.37+0,59™ 3.1240,52" 3.46+0,53"

Intensive major course 3.4240,87 3.96+0,57° 3.83+0,48

n=44)

EductionT

Colleage(n=258) 3.3140,71 0.832 3.15+0,53 0,487 3.99+0,64 0.236

University(n=193) 3.32+0.67 3.1140.55 3.44+1.86

High school"

Academic high school 3.3440,70 0,142 3.12+0,57 0,016 3.43+1.33 0,309

(n=435)

Vocational high school 3.99+0,72 3.3640.50 3.20+0,63

(n=50)

Special—purpose  high 2.96+0.63 3.25+0,33 3.09+0,50

school(n=13)

Area% g ®

Seoul(n=76) 3.15+0.76° 0,031 2.88+0.52 0,000 3.9840.72 0,550

Gyeonggi—do(n=151) 3.44+0.72° 3.2140,56 3.4140,64

Chungcheong—do 3.29+0,69" 3.15+0.56 3.44+2,02°

(n=161)

Gangwon—do(n=109) 3.34+0,66° 3.26+0.55 3.30+0,56

Tndependent, t—test, 'one—way ANOVA, Scheffe post—hoc test, »<0.05
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Table 6. Main causes that have an adverse effect on English learning Unit:N(%)(N=498)
Neither
Questions Disagree agree nor Agree
disagree
Awareness that students need to get only high scores on 59(11.8) 131(26.3) 308(61.8)
their exams
Boring instructors or learning methods 36(7.2) 164(40.2) 297(59.8)
Learning methods that emphasize on grammar and/or reading 43(8.6) 137(27.5) 318(63.9)
comprehension
Lack of self—confidence on English learning 59(11.8) 154(30.9) 285(57.9)
Excessive stress on speaking fluent English 70(14.1) 166(33.3) 262(52.6)
Experiences in failing or having low scores on their exams 107(21.5) 170(34.1) 221(44.4)
Unclear sense of purpose on English learning 98(19.7) 156(30.8) 246(49.5)
Bad feelings against countries or cultures that speak English 354(71.2) 104(20.9) 39(7.89)
as their mother tongue
Awareness that major subjects are more important than 80(16.1) 140(28.1) 278(55.8)
Fnglish learning
Excessive stress on cost of English learning 122(24.5) 181(36.3) 195(39.2)
Pressures against the society that demands for high level of 67(13.5) 168(33.7) 263(52.8)
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