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ABSTRACT

Recent years have witnessed an increasing number of alternative school students in Korea.
However, few studies have empirically examined these students’ school adjustment and peer
relationship skills. To address this gap in the literature, this study examines the effects of
individual characteristics, family characteristics and peer relationship skills on these students’
school adjustment. Four aspects of school adjustment were measured as dependent variables.
These four aspects included peer relationship adjustment, relationships with teachers, school
environment adjustment, and schoolwork attitude adjustment. The peer relationship skills included
three components, namely initiative, mutual closeness, and order awareness. Data were collected
from 323 alternative middle and high school students through a structured questionnaire. The
statistical analysis methods included descriptive statistics and a hierarchical regression analysis
using SPSS WIN 19.0. According to the results, peer relationship skills as well as family
background characteristics, including the age of the father, the education level of the father, the
family economic level, and the number of close family members, had significant effects on school
adjustment. The results highlight the importance of peer relationship skills for these students’
successful school adjustment and have important policy and theoretical implications.
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Table 1. Individual and family characteristics (N=323)
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Division N % Division N %

Individual characteristics Below 39 32 10.7
Home-school Same region 125 387 Age of the mother 40-49 241 80.9
distance Other region 198 613 More than 50 25 84
Male 208 644 Parents’ marital Couple 260 80.7

Sex Female 115 356  status Single 62 193
Middle school 171 529 . Below high school 101 32.6

School type High School 152 471  ducation level Universityg 164 529
Birth First 192 594  Of the father Graduate school 45 145
order Other 131 406 . Below high school 114 36.4
. Top 51 15.8 Education level University 157 50.2
Academic Middle 163 so.s  Cfthemother o duate school 2 134
achievement g om 109 337 _ — Top 8 87
The person By oneself 161  49.8 Family economic Middle 241 74.6
choosing the school Parents/other. 162 502 fevel Bottom 54 16.7
School Satisfied 249 771 Family income Double income 225 69.7
satisfaction Not satisfied 74 229 type Single income 98 30.3
Family characteristics N. of family 1-2 91 282
3 152 47.1

Below 39 12 41  membes More than 4 80 248
None 15 4.6
gtgllrof the 40 - 49 201 688 N of close | 96 297
family members 2 83 27
More than 50 79 271 3 82 254
More than 4 47 14.6
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Table 2. A Factor analysis of peer relationship skills
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Factor
1 2 3

Mutual Order s

closeness awareness Initiative
I make my friends laugh by telling funny stories or jokes. 816
When I forget my school supplies, I usually ask a friend to loan them to me. 734
I ask for help when I need it. 713
I ask my friends to do homework together. .670
If my friends are upset or sad, I try to console them by talking or taking action. .668 301
When I lose a game, I usually tell my friend, “You are the best!” .653
I discuss worries and problems with my friends. .622 430
I praise my classmates when they do well on something. .616
When my friends disagree with me, I settle the problem by talking with them. .589 375
When | meet my classmates outside the classroom, I usually shake hands or say hello. 581 345
When [ borrow things from friends, I use them sparingly. 107
I usually wait my turn when playing games. 675
I do my be.:st when working with friends on a group activity 674
(e.g., studying and homework).
I usually ask before using something that belongs to a friend. .669
I say thank you to my friends when they help me .633
I comply with the rules of games and activities 387 .590
I start conversations with classmates when meeting for the first time. 817
When 1 like someone, I'm usually the first to say, “I want to be friends”. .760
I introduce myself when meeting new people. 723
Eigen values 6.34 1.79 1.24

Cumulative variable ratio(%o)

34.39 43.80 50.31

Factorl
Correlation coefficient Factor2
between factors actor
Factor3

59%* 1
50%* 34%* 1
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Table 3. Peer relationship skills (N=323)

Variable Mean SD

) ~ Mutual closeness ~ 2.73 .54

:l:ﬁs relationship Order awareness 3.06 58
(range: 1-4) Initiative 2.29 74

Total 2.69 .50

A= Age 42 FEU7d 0.84, A2
0.90, =54 0.752 YeEIGT. =HAAVE He
o] QoA Ayl Table 29 2t}

2 Oﬂ%ﬂl/\it Wga«l stal 28-S ol 7|

4 :
BEESE OMEM O2 AT o FaHe
APER 243 weBAHE s, wAbee
ARE=Y wAbel] e 4S Gobis wAkele]
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Table 4. School adjustment =g AA Y E A7t Al JTe 4714 2 E 3}
oladad o] &k A L0 =2 3z © =0 A
— o Ao S go] e AanT e £ A
o Lk
Peer relationship 351 g5 2 VR
adjustment : : IHH, G5 UzE, 249 skelale) A,
Relationship with 168 75 g3t Fdoll mEk g udtE d-g-2 zkel7t Sl
School teachers o, EBAA G, WARA AL, SHEE A g
adjustment School environment 296 3 = BE EAHoz oun 9= o] HYTH
(range : 1-5)  adjustment
mbA FEALS S8l vkl YA
Schoolwork  attitude 307 75 ]
adjustment : : o] Je JTY A9 B F9oA Fud S
Total 335 47 1= = S iz= = K R e
Table 5. School adjustment according to peer relationship skills
. . . . School Schoolwork
Peer relationship ~ Relationships ] .
K K environment attitude Total
Variable N adjustment with teachers . .
adjustment adjustment
M(SD) S M(SD) S M(SD) S M(SD) S M(SD) S
good 94 3.60(.55) a  3.95(.75) a 3.07(.61) 3.55(86) a  3.54(.46) a
Mutual ~ fair 138 340(52) b 3.73(.67) a 2.94(.63) 3.28(.65) b 3.34(43) b
closeness poor 91 3.04(.53) ¢ 333(75 b 2.87(.63) 2.96(.65) ¢ 3.05(.39) c
F 26.83%** 18.59%** 2.66 15.24%** 30.67***
good 86 345(49) a  3.94(.76) a 3.01(.72) 3.58(.79) 3.50(.51) a
Order fair 139 3.42(57) a  3.80(.63) a 2.98(.58) 3.28(.67) b 3.37(39) ab
awareness poor 98 3.17(61) b 3.19(.68) b 2.85(.59) 2.90(.66) ¢ 3.02(.40) b
F 7.18%** 31.43%%* 1.74 20.50%** 28.75%**
good 77 3.53(.56) a  3.88(.71) a 3.06(.65) a 3.56(.74) a  3.51(.43) a
Initiati 168  3.38(.56) a  3.76(.69) 3.00(.63) ab  3.24(.75) 3.35(.44) b
nitiative
poor 78 3.14(55) b 332(79) b 2.76(.57) b 3.04(.68) 3.07(.42) c
F 9.48%** 13.48%** 5.26%* 10.34%** 19.94%***
good 99 3.58(.56) a  3.99(.72) a 3.07(.66) a  3.57(.83) 3.56(.48)
Total fair 131  338(54) b 3.81(.61) a 3.00.61) a 327(.67) b 3.36(.40) b
otal
poor 93 3.10(.52) ¢ 3.18(70) b 2.78(.59) b 2.94(.63) ¢ 3.00(.36) c
F 18.94*** 39.27%** 5.85%* 18.69%** 44.28%**

* Peer relationship skills are categorized into three groups by M=1/2SD.
Poor= M-1/2SD, M-1/2SD<faire<M+1/2SD, good=M+1/2SD.
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Table 6. A Hierarchical Regression Analysis of School Adjustment

Model 1 Model 2
Independent variables B B B B
School type (middle/high School) 139 .130* 127 119*
Birth order -.187 - 173%* -.125 -116*
Academic achievement .180 228%H* 119 151%*
The person choosing the school 136 127* .053 .050
Individual /family ~ School satisfaction 382 203 %H% 379 2971 %H*
characteristics Age of the father -.006 -.049 -.007 -.056
Education level of the father .011 .046 .001 .004
Family economic level -.052 -.048 -.050 -.046
N. of family members -.002 .004 -.009 -017
N. of close family members .066 153** .054 125%*
Peer relationship Mutual closeness .299 297HHE
skill Order awareness .095 .104
Initiative .107 .146%*
F- value 9.58%*** 15.69%**
R? 24 43
AR? gk

*P<.05, **¥P<.01, ***P<.001

Dummy variable: School type — 0: Middle school, 1: High school.

Birth order - 0: Other, 1: First.

The person choosing the school — 0: Parents/other 1: By oneself.
School satisfaction — 0: Not satisfied, 1: Satisfied.
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