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Abstract This study examined the oral health knowledge of childcare teachers and their awareness of the prevention
effects against dental caries. The subjects in this study were 433 childcare teachers in Seoul, Gyeonggi Province,
Busan and South Gyeongsang Province, on whom a survey was conducted for five months, beginning in March, 2013.
Hospitals (56.6%) were the most common route by which the childcare teachers acquired oral health knowledge.
Regarding the distribution of the correct answers on oral health knowledge, every teacher gave the correct answer
to the item "When a tooth comes out, it should be kept in milk and then be brought to a dental clinic," and the
smallest number of them (35.1%) gave the correct answer to the item "When a tooth comes out, it should be washed
with water." Concerning the level of oral health knowledge, the respondents, who worked in Busan and South
Gyeongsang Province (p<0.001), who worked in childcare centers with more children (p<0.001), who were younger
(p<0.001), and who were junior college graduates (p=0.002) had better oral health knowledge. In regard to the
awareness of the prevention effects against dental caries, the respondents who were older (p<0.001) and who were
married (p=0.002) were more aware of the prevention effects. According to position and career, teachers who were
assistant principals (p=0.023) and had worked for 10 years or more (p=0.009) were more aware of the effects.
Therefore, child care teachers should acquire accurate knowledge to improve the oral health of children, and regular

training programs for age and education are needed.
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[Table 1] General characteristics of the subjects

Characteristics Division N %
Region Busan-Gyeongnam 304 70.2
Seoul-KyongKi 129 29.8
Pupil number >100 196 453
100-199 166 38.3
200-299 62 14.3
300< 9 2.1
Teacher age-gr. 200 197 455
304 146 337
40t< 90 20.8
Marital status Married 169 39.0
Single 264 61.0
Education Childminder course 41 9.5
College 233 538
University 150 346
Graduate 9 2.1
Position Director 20 46
Assistant director 14 32
Head teacher 49 11.3
Teacher 350 80.8
Career(year) 1-2 143 33.0
3-5 134 309
6-9 80 185
10< 76 176

[Table 2] The route for the acquisition of oral health
knowledge among the childcare teachers
(plural response)

Characteristics N %
Training 71 164
Dental clinic 245 56.6
TV, mass media 160 37.0
Internet & SNS A 21.7
One’s surroundings 49 11.3
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[Table 3] The distribution of the responses of the
childcare teachers on oral health knowledge

Division N %
Wrong 181 41.8
Right 252 58.2
Wrong 44 10.2
Right 389 89.8

Characteristics
Teeth and kills bacteria

Teeth to chew the food.

Teeth should be able to Wrong 144 333
laugh.

Right 289 66.7
Wrong 171 39.5

Right 262 60.5

Swallow the saliva teeth.

ifc;lne irel:i: the pronunciation Wrong 135 312
Right 298 68.8
Toddler brushing or rollin
method of how t}%e law pondsg. Wrong a1 201
Right 216 499
Deciduous tooth number Wrong 21 533
is 20.
Right 202 46.7
Keep the milk teeth fall off
when going to the dental
clinic.

Wrong - -

Right 433 100.0
Wash your teeth with . .
water then dropped. Wrong 21 649

Right 152 351
When  the infant’'s  oral
examination once every six
months.

Wrong 128 29.6

Right 305 70.4
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[Table 4] The awareness of the childcare teachers on
prevention effects against dental caries

Characteristics Noa :f:f ct No effect (Jerf?zzir Vezc'fel:trge
?}fi‘fjj; 1002) 409 127(293)  301(695)
Fluorine 102 2865 2606000  144(33.3)

Toothbrush ~ 2(0.5) 8(18)  162374)  261(60.3)

Dietary control ~ 1002)  66(152)  270(624)  96(22.2)
Xylitol 2558 192(443) 162374  54(125)
Sealant 6(14) 670155  264(61.0)  96(22.2)
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[Table 5] The level of oral health knowledge by
general characteristics

Pe};lag;zts Division Mean+SD torF )
Region g“;an;am 730£145 0426 <0001
Seoul -
KyongKi 448+1.34
Pupil number ~ >100 5724198 21885 <0001
100-199 691+1.72°
200-299 7.39+1.33°
300< 7.89+1 54°
Teacher age-gr. 20 677172 15090  <0.001"°
30 6.63+1.99
40< 551+1.95"
Marital status ~ Married 624206 3373 0064
Single 6.60+1.82
Education S{E‘iﬁ“ﬂdﬂ 53941760 4940 0002
College 6.62+1.89
University 651+1.91°
Graduate 6.56+2.24°
Position Director 5654221 186 013
Assistant
director 6.00+2.32
Head teacher 6.29+1.81
Teacher 6.55+1.89
Career(year) 1-2 6.53+1.88 1.032 0.378
35 6.38+1.86
6-9 6.71£1.94
10< 6214206

"p<0.05, “p<0.01, " p<0.001, by t-test/ANOVA

ab,.

: The same characters are not significant by Duncan test



ARSI Eee =R A5Y A9F, 2014

3.6 Uutm SN0 M2 XIS olwsd
olAl 4=

QY Sgol 2 AokgAF of it QxS
A d3e] F485S 47} ERmpO00D), T E
Brks 71 EAA Q45 F0] ErHp=0002). 4 Aol A
= gl b sk 9%, S Bkt £4E <l
440l Eom(p-0023), AHANAE 104 ol gelA
Vg mgror], Aeo] Wasg 4ol v et

% THp=0.009)[Table 6

[Table 6] The level of awareness on prevention effects
against dental caries by general characteristics

Charact— L
L Division Mean + SD tor F P
eristics
. Busan-
Region . 19.15+2.48 0.024 0.64
Gyeongnam
Seoul-
. 19.27+2.45
KyongKi
Pupil _
>100 19.33+2.36 0578 0.630
number
100-199 18.99+2.38
200-299 19.26+3.01
300< 19.22+2.49
Teacher .
20 1868+2.48" 8.072 <0.001
age—gr.
30 1955+2.46"
40< 19.72+2.27°
Marital . -
Married 19.66+2.33 0.151 0.002
status
Single 18.89+2.52
. Childminder )
Education 19.46+2.08 0.637 0.591
course
College 19.09+257
University 19.23+2.40
Graduate 20.00+2.83
Position Director 19.95+2.28 3210 0.023
Assistant
. 20.36+2.53
director
Head teacher 19.78+2.42
Teacher 19.02+2.46
Career ’ -
1-2 1877+2.29" 3945 0.009
(year)
35 19.07+2.60"
6-9 19.46+2.46™
10< 19.89+2.43°

"p<0.05, “p<0.01, ""p<0.001, by t-test/ANOVA
*»: The same characters are not significant by Duncan test
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