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A Comparison of Overexcitability and Social Self-Concept between the
Scientifically Gifted and Non-Gifted Elementary Students

Kim, Hak-jun - Yeo, Sang-lhn™

Haeseo Elementary School- !Gyeongin National University of Education

Abstract : Overexcitability (OE) and social self-concept are the integral affective characteristics of
science—gifted students. Overexcitability refers to sensitivity as an internal disposition to give a more
often, longer and more intensive reaction to a wide variety of stimuli, and social self-concept refers to
the way of behaving in society, especially at school in the case of students. The purpose of this study
was to examine the overexcitability and social self-concept of science—gifted and non-gifted elementary
school students. The subjects in this study were 135 gifted elementary students belonged to gifted
education centers or gifted classes and 91 ordinary elementary students. An overexcitability test and a
social self-concept test were conducted to the subjects, and the collected data were analyzed by SPSS.
The findings of the study were as follows: First, the score of the science—gifted was significantly higher
than that of the ordinary students in all sub—domain of OE (psychomotor OE, sensual OE, emotional OE,
intellectual OE, emotional OE) and social self-concept. Second, the science-gifted students who attended
gifted education centers and community gifted classes scored significantly higher than the ordinary

students in overexcitability. Based on conclusions,

discussed.

implications for teaching the science-gifted were

keywords : science—gifted student, elementary school student, overexcitability, social self-concept
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