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A Study on the Effects of Ethical Consumption Consciousness on

Purchase Attitude of Consumers
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Gayoung Cha - Munyoung Kim*
Researcher, Daegu Gyeongbuk Design Center
Associate Professor, Dept. Fashion Marketing, Keimyung University"
(FaLY: 2014. 3. 31, AAHEA)Y: 2014. 6. 23, AAFAHY: 2014, 7. 28)

ABSTRACT

This study aims to investigate the effects of ethical consumption consciousness on the attitude of
consumers toward purchasing recycled apparel and suggest guidelines to improve awareness and in-
duce purchase on recycled and eco-friendly apparel. The following steps were taken: 1) examination
of the status of consumer consciousness on recycled apparel and their usage 2) investigation of how
ethical consumption consciousness affects purchase attitude of recycled apparel 3) finding out wheth-
er purchase experience of recycled apparel makes a difference in ethical consumption consciousness
and purchase attitude. 311 males and females living in the Daegu region were used as subjects.
Questionnaires were distributed for around 2 weeks for data collection. A total of 298 surveys were
used for analysis due to the other thirteen being excluded for not having quality responses.
Collected data were used to perform frequency analysis, factor analysis, reliability analysis, descrip-
tive, regression analysis by using SPSS 18.0 Korean version. Results are as follows: First, regarding
the status of consumer consciousness on recycled apparel and their usage, respondents considered
convenience as an important factor. On the contrary, factors such as usage, participation intention
and positive attitude on recycled apparel were relatively high. Second, regarding how ethical con-
sumption consciousness affects purchase attitude on recycled apparel, the analysis result showed that
having consciousness for environmental protection and volunteering significantly affected purchase at-
titude toward recycled apparel whereas business ethics did not affect it. Third, the responses from
the consumers with purchase experience of recycled apparel and consumers without it showed that
being conscious of environmental protection significantly affected both groups.
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