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Abstract This study reviewed the planning characteristics of dormitories for secondary schools in the Japanese
Colonial Era by analyzing the architectural drawings collected by the National Archives of Korea. The dormitory was
one of the essential facilities in secondary schools but there have been few studies in this area. The analysis items
were the site plan and the planning characteristics of student bedrooms, dining hall, and supervisor’s area, which were
the main elements of the dormitory. The results of this study were summarized as follows. 1) Generally, the dormitory
area was placed in the rear of buildings for teaching with a close connection. 2) The student bedroom wings were
laid out in parallel to the south as a rule making the typical site plan pattern for a dormitory, whereas the other parts
of dormitory, such as the dining hall and supervisor’s area were placed in the site conditions. 3) Generally, the unit
plans of bedrooms for Korean schools were the ondol type and were small in size, whereas those for Japanese were
the tatami type and large in size with separate study and sleeping areas. 4) The dining hall annex was made up of
a dining hall and kitchen-bathroom area in general. For Japanese schools, the school store area was added to these
areas. The typical shapes of dining hall plans were narrow and long with an adjacent corridor, so the overall plan
of the dining hall annex was like that of a single-corridor type block plan. 5) The supervisor’s area was a smaller
part of the dormitory but it was considered to be a symbolic part of the whole dormitory in site planning and design.
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left: small size/ Hambuk Kyongsung Higher Common School

right: large size/ Sinuiju Higher Common School
[Fig. 3] unit plan of student bedroom (from [8])

left: Pyongyang Middle School
right: Gwangju Middle School

(a) ondol type
(b) tatami type
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[Fig. 4] dinning hall plan
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[Fig. 51 dinning hall of Dongrae Higher Common
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